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	Feature
	Simple Search
	Advanced Search

	Purpose
	Find records by describing what you are looking for
	Find records by specifying individual search criteria

	Search method
	Natural language
	Structured fields

	Ease of use
	Easier for beginners
	Requires more knowledge of search fields

	Name searching
	Yes
	Yes

	Place searching
	Yes
	Yes

	Date searching
	Yes, as part of the description
	Yes, with a Year or Year Range field

	Keywords
	Can be incorporated into the description
	Dedicated Keywords field

	Record type
	Can be described in natural language
	Can be used to refine results through filters

	Image Group Number/DGS*
	Not entered as a separate field
	Yes

	Limited access records
	Available as an option where applicable
	Yes

	Control over individual criteria
	Less direct
	Greater control

	Useful when you know exactly what you want
	Yes
	Especially useful

	Useful when you are unsure what information matters
	Especially useful
	Yes

	Can search unindexed records
	Yes
	Yes

	Uses AI generated transcripts
	Yes
	Yes

	Can refine results after searching
	Yes
	Yes

	Can use Collection, Year, Place, and Record Type filters
	Yes
	Yes

	Can edit the search after obtaining results
	Yes
	Yes

	Can search for a specific collection
	Yes
	Yes

	Best strength
	Natural language and flexibility
	Precision and control





WHICH SEARCH TO USE?
	If your situation is...
	Try...
	Example

	You know the ancestor and have a general idea of the record
	Simple Search
	John McKisson in Pennsylvania in the 1780s

	You know several precise facts
	Advanced Search
	Name: John McKisson; Place: Pennsylvania; Year: 1770–1800

	You are looking for a particular type of document
	Simple Search
	deed for Samuel McKisson in Washington County Pennsylvania

	You know words that should appear in the document
	Advanced Search → Keywords
	heirs, widow, McKisson

	You know the DGS number*
	Advanced Search
	Enter the Image Group Number

	You are not sure what terminology FamilySearch needs
	Simple Search
	Describe the research problem in ordinary language

	Your first search produces too many results
	Advanced Search
	Add place, year, name, or keywords

	Your first search produces too few results
	Simple Search
	Remove some restrictions and describe the problem more broadly




FILTERS (narrow search parameters)
	Filter
	What it does
	Example

	Collection
	Limits results to a particular record collection
	Pennsylvania land and deed collection

	Year
	Limits results to a particular year or period
	1770s or 1780s

	Place
	Limits results geographically
	Pennsylvania

	Record Type
	Limits results to a particular kind of record
	Land, Probate, Court

	Multiple filters
	Combines filters to progressively reduce results
	Pennsylvania + 1780s + Land




*DGS = Digital Genealogical Society number (also called an Image Group Number. When FamilySearch digitizes physical microfilms or captures new digital records, each batch receives a unique DGS number. You can type or paste a DGS number directly into the FamilySearch Catalog or the advanced search in Explore Historical Images to jump straight to that exact collection of scans

