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President’s Corner 

Now it's official: on January 1, Bea Rodgers 
will become my successor as President of 
the Democratic Club of Riderwood. I can't 
think of anyone better qualified by 
temperament and experience for this 
position, and I'll be proud to serve with Bea 
and other members of the Board of Directors 
in the next two years. As you see in the listing 
below of the complete set of new officers, I 
will continue to serve as "Member-at-Large" 
in various capacities to be determined.  
However, this will be my last "President's 
Column," although I may submit guest 
columns from time to time. 

This happens to be a pivotal moment in our 
nation's history. With your help and your 
votes, we helped elect a new Maryland 
Governor (Wes Moore) and Lieutenant 
Governor (Aruna Miller), "flipping" these 
positions to the Democrats and bringing the 
first persons of color to both offices. 
Democrats also made a sweep of such 
positions as Attorney General, which should 
enable a unified approach to state 
government, matched by a solid Democratic 
majority in the Maryland Senate and House 
of Delegates. In this era of divided 
government at the federal level, we in 
Maryland have an opportunity to show what 
can be accomplished by a strong, unified 
Democratic administration. 

At the federal level, we Marylanders can take 
pride in re-electing such fine public servants 

as Senator Chris Van Hollen and 
Representative Jamie Raskin, both of whom 
addressed us recently in Encore Theater. 
Maryland continues to be one of the most 
Democratic states in America, as both of our 
Senators and five of six U. S. 
Representatives are Democratic. The 
Democrats also did well nationally on 
November 6, and in the re-election of 
Georgia Senator Raphael Warnock on 
December 6. 

Your Democratic Club colleagues will 
continue to do everything we can to give you 
a voice in Annapolis and Washington, largely 
through continued engagement with 
representatives whom you helped to elect. 
We want to keep hearing from you about the 
issues you regard as most important, to 
provide ways in which you can actively 
participate, and - before too long - to begin 
preparing for the next round of elections. I 
look forward to a continuing dialogue with 
you in the years ahead.   

— Tom Neu 
 

 

Greetings From Your Incoming 
President 

Happy Holidays to all our members as we 
move into the holiday season!  I am honored 
to have been elected to be the next President 
of the Board of Democratic Club of 
Riderwood,  joining a number of returning 
board members and two new members:  
Nettie Baldwin and Lois LaGrange. We have 
started planning and look forward to 
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developing informative and relevant 
programs for our membership starting in 
January. 

I would like to acknowledge the hard work of 
so many of our members this past year, 
helping with program meetings, writing post 
cards, attending numerous candidates’ 
forums.  Also, we have to  be very pleased 
about the  results of this past election, 
including the recently held special run-off 
election in Georgia.  We did exceptionally 
well in Maryland and I  would like to think our 
5,400 postcards helped in the swing states! 

Thanks to  outgoing President Tom Neu for 
his great work in leading us through the 
pandemic and into 2022!  Thanks, also, to 
Ferne Katleman, who has retired from the 
Board after serving as our outstanding 
Secretary. 

We are seeking input from our members 
regarding what subjects and/or activities you 
might be interested in for our membership 
programs this year. Please send an email  or 
give us a call with your ideas. Our programs 
will only  be as interesting as we make them! 
Our Vice Presidents, Nettie Baldwin and 
Sandy Morse, helped by a small committee, 
will lead the planning as we chart our course 
for 2023. See the next article for our email 
contact information! 

Again, Happy Holidays and all good wishes 
for 2023! We have a great new 
Administration in Maryland beginning in 
January, and we met many of them at our 
candidates’ forums.  I look forward to hearing 
from you, our members. 

— Bea Rodgers 

Results of Democratic Club Election 

The 12 residents named on the ballot for 
Board of Directors of the Democratic Club for 
the 2023-2024 term were elected by 
acclamation at the November 16 Club 
meeting. No candidate names were 
submitted at the time of the meeting and 
none showed up as write-ins. The new Board 
members are: 

President: Bea Rodgers: 
rodgersbea9@gmail.com  

Vice President with focus on Montgomery 
County: Sandy Morse: 
silver2lady@yahoo.com  

Vice President with focus on Prince 
George’s County: Nettie Baldwin: 
nnbassoc@verizon.net  

Treasurer: Trudy Downs: 
 trudydowns@gmail.com  

Newsletter editor: Jill Shindelman: 
Jill_Shindelman@yahoo.com  

Membership co-chair: Carol Elliott: 
carolelleiott@usa.net 

Membership co-chair: Judith Dighe: 
judithdighe@gmail.com 

Environmental committee chair: Anne 
Riley: 
shrinkear@gmail.com 

Board members-at-large: 

Dan Sachs: sachs11md@gmail.com  

Lois LaGrenade: lois.lagre@gmail.com  

Joe Davidson: jhd@interguru.com 

Tom Neu: thomasjosephneu@gmail.com  
 

New Role for Eric Luedke 

Riderwood residents living in Montgomery 
County are represented in the Maryland 
Assembly by three delegates  from District 
14. One of them, Eric Luedke, who was re-
elected last month and would serve as 
House Majority Leader, has been named by 
Governor-Elect Wes Moore to serve as Chief 
Legislative Officer in the Moore-Miller 
administration. 

As a result, Mr. Luedke will resign from the 
General Assembly effective January 2, 2023. 
Following the process established in the 
Maryland Constitution, the Montgomery 
County Democratic Central Committee will 
recommend a candidate to replace him and 
the Governor will appoint the candidate as a 
delegate based on this recommendation. 

A Candidate Forum will be held via Zoom at 
7:30 PM Wednesday, December 21, when 
all applicants for this role will be available to 
answer questions. The link to register to 
attend the forum is bit.ly/d14-12-21. 
Following the forum, registered Democratic 
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voters in District 14 can email letters of 
support for any candidate to 
d14vacancy@mcdcc.org. 

   

Notes on the Environment 

• The good news, Women Rise:  The 
Maryland General Assembly at 45.6% is 
the country’s 5th highest in female 
representation!  

• The bad news, we may already be in the 
midst of the sixth great extinction.  In the 
past 50 years, the population of 
mammals, reptiles, birds, and fish, on 
average, have declined by 60%.  Insects 
are also in big trouble.  Most of my life I 
didn’t give a damn about insects, except 
the honey bees. I have great antipathy 
toward ticks and mosquitoes and can’t 
imagine how the food chain would miss 
them. In the past 10 years I have 
increasingly been concerned about the 
disappearing insects.  This occurred 
after hearing DE Professor, Doug 
Tallamy, explain why it is so important to 
plant more native plants.  Our insects 
can only eat U.S., not foreign, plants. 
Bugs are just harder to measure than 
more widely tracked animals.  Their 
numbers are thought to widely swing 
season to season, year to year, even 
sometimes day to day.  I saw this at my 
DE beach house with the dragon flies.  
There is said to have been a 60% 
decline in insects between 2004 and 
2021 in Britain. 

• We don’t know why there almost no 
bugs on my windshield in this last 
decade or so.  Especially puzzling as 
Americans now drive three times as 
many miles as they did in 1970.  Danish 
biologist Anders Moller found that 
between 1996 and 2017 insect splatters 
fell by 80% to 97% depending on the 
length and location of the trip.  So, are 
we seeing an ecological disaster of the 
collapse of the insect population? It may 
be too early to know if this is the 
apocalyptic beginning. Most people 
have little understanding of the critical 
dependence that birds and plants have 

on insects and us. One more example of 
the interconnectedness of everything. 

• Learned helplessness is not called for 
here.  Stubborn optimism is a must!  As 
Christiana Figueres of the UN & Costa 
Rica said: ”When you are faced with the 
hard realities, look at them with clarity, 
but also know that you are incredibly 
lucky to be alive at a time when you can 
make a transformative difference to the 
future of all life on earth.” 

— E. Anne Riley, Chair, Environmental 
Committee 
 

Status of Resident Food Scrap 
Composting Program 

Have you heard? News is spreading around 
RWV about the possibility of a system for 
residents to put their own household food 
scrapes into the depository for composting 
with  RWV’s main kitchen scraps. 

Our first organizational meeting in late 
September was well attended by a terrific, 
committed group. Next, we had a well-
received presentation from Tara Lewis of WB 
Waste Solutions, who has been working with 
RWV Dining on their “pre-consumer” scraps 
and peelings from our restaurants since 
2008. 

The purpose of composting is to keep our 
food waste out of the landfill, where 
emissions of methane pollute our 
atmosphere.  Food waste is the third biggest 
contributor to climate change. We pay by the 
pound for our landfill. Food scrapes add up 
to be very heavy. 

The Democratic Club and the Democratic 
Environmental Committee were the initial 
groups to endorse the proposal of Counter 
Top Composting to become a reality at 
Riderwood. They were quickly followed by 
the Recycling Committee, Garden Club, 
Earth Day Committee, Residents Supporting 
Sustainability and the Unitarian 
Universalists. The presentation to the RAC 
was enthusiastically received. The total 
membership of all these groups comes to 
over 1,100 residents!  While there is some 
overlap, we find that there are also some 
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informal resident groups discussing the 
proposal positively. 

Linda Wanner set up a meeting with herself, 
the Composting co-chairs, and D. Scott 
Monfils, Director of dining. Over the years he 
has become more positive about the idea. 
He had some good suggestions and some 
reservations. The ball seems to be in his 
court at this point. 

We are promoting a Local Trip at 9:15 AM 
Thursday, December 29, to the Price 
Georges County Organic Compost Facility to 
see how they turn it into Black Gold. The trip 
filled up so fast they had to get a bigger bus.  
A couple of seats are left. 

One couple has offered to pay for the 
compostable bags for the first month.  We 
expect that each of the four club houses, 
once a week, would have a collection point, 
where resident would voluntarily take their 
garbage.  

When the proposed program is approved 
there will be a lot more information provided. 
We ask that when you see DeeDee, Scott 
and Carl Taylor, you ask “when will the 
composting start?” 

— E. Anne Riley and Karen Sours, Co-Chairs, 
Counter-top Composting 

 

 

Dates to Note  

Date Event Location Time 

Friday, 
December 16 

Environmental Book Club discusses "The Future We 
Choose: Surviving the Climate Crisis" by Christiana 

Figueres and Tom Rivett-Carnac 

Lakeside Commons 
Card Room 

1:00 PM 

Friday, 
January 6 

Democratic Book Club discusses "The Enigma of 
Clarence Thomas" by Corey Robin 

Village Square Card 
Room 

1:00 PM 

Wednesday, 
January 18 

Save the Date! 
Democratic Club monthly meeting 

Topic to be announced 
Encore Theater 2:00 PM 

Friday, 
January  20 

Environmental Book Club discusses " An Immense 
World: How Animal Senses Reveal the Hidden Realms 

Around Us " by Ed Yong 

Lakeside Commons 
Card Room 

1:00 PM 

 


