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President’s Corner 

As I write this, it is almost Election Day 
(November 8).  Maryland seems solidly behind 
its Democratic candidates, so we can take 
special pride in our state as we cast our ballots.  

Here at Riderwood, we're also focusing on the 
biennial election of officers of the Democratic 
Club, which will take place on Wednesday, 
November 16 at 2:00 p.m. at our annual 
business meeting in Town Center's Celebrations 
room.  All Democratic Club members who have 
paid their dues – or who pay their $10 annual 
dues at the door – are eligible to participate in 
discussions, voting, and a casual meet-and-
greet reception with the new Board members.   

Topping the list of candidates is Bea Rodgers as 
President and Chair. Bea currently serves as one 
of our two Vice Presidents, with a particular focus 
on Prince George's County. During the current 
term she attracted and arranged for many of our 
speakers, including Senator Chris Van Hollen. 
She also coordinated a postcard-writing 
campaign to reach out to voters in swing states.  
In 2022, the Maryland Commission for Women 
named Bea as one of the honorees to be added 
to the Maryland Womens’ Hall of Fame. 

Our candidate for Bea's replacement is Nettie 
Baldwin, who also brings a wide range of 
experience, especially in Prince George’s 
County. Our candidate to serve as Co-Vice 
President with a particular focus on Montgomery 
County is Sandy Morse, who has made many 
contributions during the current term, including 
arranging for the presentation by Congressman 
Jamie Raskin. 

Other Board members who currently serve in the 
positions for which they are nominated include 
Trudy Downs as Treasurer, Jill Shindelman as 
Newsletter Editor, and both Carol Elliott and 
Judith Dighe as Membership Coordinators. 
Agreeing to serve as Members-at-Large are Joe 
Davidson, Lois LaGrenade, Anne Riley, Dan 
Sachs, and myself. Additional biographic 
information on all proposed candidates has been 
provided in a separate mailing. 

This is a capable and experienced slate of 
candidates, which will be presented for your 
approval at the November 16 meeting. You have 
had opportunities to suggest other candidates, 
and even at our business meeting you will have 
an opportunity to make "nominations from the 
floor" of yourself or anyone else whom you think 
should be on the Board of Directors.   

Following that we will have a question & answer 
session when we can also hear your 
recommendations for the new term.  At the 
conclusion of the meeting you will also have an 
opportunity to interact with the newly elected or 
re-elected Board members.  

For myself, it has been an honor to serve you 
and I hope to continue serving you, in the spirit 
of the Democratic Party's ideals which we seek 
to promote. I look forward to seeing you at our 
next meeting and in the years ahead.. 

— Tom Neu 
 

Vote! 

Whatever else you plan to do this month, be sure 
to VOTE in the general election on November 8. 
If you already have your ballot and you plan to 
vote by mail, remember that ballot drop boxes 
are available on the Riderwood campus. The box 
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for Montgomery County voters is next to the front 
desk in Village Square (to your left as you face 
the desk), and the box for Prince George’s 
County voters is on the sidewalk outside the 
Wellness Center (next to the roadway, not on the 
other side by the parking lot). 

In-person voting will take place from 7:00 AM to 
8:00 PM on November 8. Montgomery County 
residents can vote in Maryland Hall on the lower 
level of Montgomery Station, and Prince 
George’s County residents can vote in the 
second floor of the Wellness Center. Keep in 
mind that these locations are also available to 
voters who do not live at Riderwood. 

You can receive information about everything on 
your ballot, and details about all the candidates, 
from the League of Women Voters’ non-partisan 
website. Go to www.vote411.org  and enter your 
home address in the pop-up box to get the LWV 
voters’ guide that pertains to your location..   
 

Congressman Jamie Raskin Featured at 
October 19 Democratic Club Meeting 

Jamie Raskin, currently representing Maryland’s 
District 8 in the United States House of 
Representatives, was the featured speaker at 
the October 19 meeting of the Democratic Club.  

 

From left: Bea Rodgers, DeeDee Gray-Weaver, 
Congressman Jamie Raskin, Sandy Morse 

Congressman Raskin, who at one point taught 
law at American University, said that his fellow 
members of Congress sometimes regard him as 
“kind of a nerd.” He emphasized this by saying 
that he constantly reminds members across the 
aisle that he is a member of the Democratic 
party, not the Democrat party, pointing out that 
“Democrat” is a noun while “Democratic” is an 
adjective. He suggested that the other party 
might be called “Banana Republicans.” He 

continued, saying that the Republican Party is “a 
shell of what it had once been,” and noted that 
they place more emphasis on what they are 
against than what they stand for. 

When asked about his position on nuclear 
weapons, Raskin referred to H.R. 8040, the 
“People Over Pentagon Act 2022,” a bill that has 
been introduced in Congress. It proposes cutting 
$100 billion from the funding appropriated to the 
Department of Defense in 2022 and re-allocates 
the remaining funds to give priority to the 
Defense Health Program and pay and benefits 
for people serving in the military. 

Regarding the work that he has done on the 
House Select Committee to investigate the 
January 6 attack, he said that the goal of the 
committee is to restore the popular faith in the 
Department of Justice and to fortify the American 
political system against the kinds of crimes that 
Donald Trump and his followers have committed. 

He concluded by saying that the only thing you 
need to remember is what you learned in driver 
education classes. “To go forward, select ‘D.’ To 
go backward, choose R.” He then encouraged 
everyone to be sure to vote on November 8. 

Note: Because of the Congressional redistricting 
that followed the 2020 census, Riderwood 
residents who live in Montgomery County are 
now in District 8, so they are eligible to vote in 
that District in the general election. 

Aruna Miller Meets Democratic Club 
Members 

Aruna Miller, the Democratic candidate for 
Lieutenant Governor of Maryland, visited 
Riderwood on Friday afternoon, October 14, to 
meet Democratic Club members over coffee and 
to answer some of their questions. 

Ms. Miller introduced herself as coming to the 
U.S. from India at age seven, and briefly 
described her career in public service, including 
serving as a transportation engineer in the 
Montgomery County government and 
representing District 15 for eight years in the 
Maryland House of Delegates. 

She has a degree in civil engineering, and 
among her top priorities for Maryland are 
improving the public transportation infrastructure 
and encouraging educational programs in the 
STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and 
Mathematics) curriculum.  

http://www.vote411.org/
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In describing 
her partnership 
with Wes Moore 
on the 
Democratic 
ticket, she 
pointed out that 
her background 
in government 
work 
complements 
Mr. Moore’s 
skills in 
executive and 
management 
positions in the 
private sector. 
Together, they 
plan to address 
many of the 
issues facing 
the state of Maryland, including the economy, the 
environment, civil rights, and equality for all. 

Notes on the Environment 

• The Bipartisan Index provides an important 
indicator of the state of congressional 
collaboration. Sen. Maggie Hassan (D-NH) 
of the 117th Congress ranked as the most 
bipartisan senator, with the biggest score 
ever recorded by a Democratic senator and 
the third highest score in the history of the 
9-year-old index! This edged out Sen. 
Susan Collins (R-ME) who has long topped 
the annual Senate rankings. Hassen helped 
pass the Climate Solutions Act of 2021. 
 

Rep. Brian Fitzpatrick (R-PA) ranked first in 
the House for the third straight year. In 2021 
the House fell to the lowest bipartisan score 
in 9 years. Although House Democrats 
scored below the historical average as a 
group, they ranked much higher than their 
Republican colleagues. For the third year in 
a row, Rep. Josh Gottheimer (D-NJ) had the 
best score among House Democrats, 
ranking second only to Rep. Fitzpatrick.  
Rep. Bernie Sanders (I-VT) was the lowest 
rember of the Democratic caucus at 87th.  

• The Steel industry accounts for 7% of CO2 
emissions globally; mainly due to the 
process to separate oxygen from iron ore 
and add a tiny bit of carbon.  Steel, which 
goes back 4,000 years, is strong, durable, 
cheap and infinitely recyclable says Bill 
Gates. Insert steel rods (rebar) and you 

have a magical combo to build with. (China 
used more concrete in the first 16 years of 
the 21st century than the U.S. did in the 
ENTIRE 20th century!). Americans use as 
much steel as cement.   

• In 2018, cement, the binding element in 
concrete, accounted for 7% of total carbon 
dioxide emissions. Making a ton of cement 
gets you a ton of carbon dioxide. To make 
concrete you mix sand, gravel, water and 
cement. To make cement you need calcium, 
starting with limestone, which must be 
burned. Iron slag, coal fly ash and limestone 
calcined clay can be used to reduce the 
amount of cement needed. Since 80% of 
concrete’s carbon footprint comes from 
cement these substitutions could be critical. 
Something called CO2 curing is also being 
developed to improve emissions.  Biden’s 
legislative successes are helping support 
such research toward saving our planet. 

• Please support the CounterTop Composting 
collection of resident food scraps. 

• What will it mean: World population is 
projected to reach 8 billion on 11-15-22 and 
India will surpass China?  By the 2080s, 
10.4 billion are expected to exist. 

• Did anyone ever imagine that the 
Mississippi River would go dry?! 

• VOTE, VOTE, VOTE for candidates who 
want to save your great, great 
grandchildren’s future.  Take someone to 
the polls. Roe, Roe, Roe the Vote. When 
will we pay attention to these warnings? 

(Come to the Sustainability film series in Encore 
at 7:30 pm. the first Friday of each month, 
including November 4.)  

— Anne Riley, Chair, Environmental Committee 
 

A Very Big Thank You! 

We would like to thank the many people who 
have been instrumental in all of  the Club’s efforts 
over the past few months. Without their support, 
these events would not have gone so well.  First, 
we would like to thank everyone who helped out 
with the important candidate presentations in 
September and October. There were so many  
people who helped with taking reservations, 
distributing tickets to some events, collecting the 
tickets at the doors, ushering, taking pictures, 
helping with literature distribution, working with 
the microphones during Q & A sessions, and 
much more. It was only because of all this help 
that everything went so smoothly. 

 

Aruna Miller at Riderwood on 
October 14 
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There is not enough space to express our thanks 
for your support during 2022 when the Club 
returned to in-person meetings.  

We must also acknowledge the 68 volunteers 
who  worked so hard on two efforts of postcard 
writing over the past six months. We sent a total 
of 4,200 postcards to five states – Arizona, 
Georgia, Nevada,  North Carolina, and 
Wisconsin, – all of which were considered swing 
states and are very important to the future of both 
the U.S. Senate and Congress. We look forward 
to the results in these states (with fingers 
crossed) as well as with the rest of the country.  

Just a brief word for the volunteers – rest your 
writing hand as there is a possibility we may be 
asked to write again if any contest goes to a 
runoff in December should no candidate get at 
least 50% of the vote!! 

Don’t forget to vote; we can’t take anything for 
granted regardless of what the polls say. 

— Sandy Morse, Vice President, Montgomery 
County; Bea Rodgers,  Vice President, Prince 
George’s County 

Book Review 

At the October meeting of the Democratic Club 
Book Club we had a spirited and stimulating 
discussion of Nancy McLean’s important book, 
Democracy in Chains: The Deep History of the 
Radical Right’s Stealth Plan for America. 
McLean, a history professor at Duke University, 
guides her readers through the labyrinthine path 
charted by a group of economists who believed 
that financial freedom was superior to personal 
freedom. Furthermore, whatever interfered with 
the ability of individuals to amass as much 

money as possible ought to be eliminated: Social 
Security, Medicare, and Medicaid, for example.  

In other words, this group of economists 
vehemently rejected any form of assistance to 
the poor or any safety net, regardless of the 
circumstances of the moment.   

The movement had its roots in Virginia’s 
response to the Brown v. Board of Education 
ruling in 1956. A young economist, James 
Buchanan, persuaded the president of the 
University of Virginia to establish a center within 
the Department of Economics which allowed him 
complete freedom to pursue what he called “a 
social order…built on individual liberty.” There 
was massive resistance to the Supreme Court’s 
ruling which  the majority of Virginia’s citizens 
regarded as an unacceptable assault on states’ 
rights — in particular, their state.  

Does any of this sound familiar? Today’s 
Republican Party is grounded in this philosophy 
and we are experiencing the results in the form 
of denying of climate change, and outsized 
military spending at the cost of social programs 
such as education and affordable housing. In 
fact, the original followers of Buchanan’s 
prescription believed that government should 
have no role in educating the nation’s children!  

So now that we have the history of how we got 
here, what’s to be done? We must vote in 
massive numbers in order to make progress 
toward the nation we aspire to be. Each one of 
us has a responsibility for our democracy, which 
is in peril, to recruit voters in our families, our 
circle of friends. — Angela Miotto 

 

Dates to Note  

Date Event Location Time 

Thursday, 
October 27 -

Tuesday, 
November 8 

Mail-in voting 

Drop boxes in Village 
Square lobby and 
outside Wellness 

Center 

 

Tuesday, 
November 8 

2022 General Election 
Maryland Hall and 
Wellness Center 

7:00 AM – 
8:00 PM 

Thursday, 
November 16 

Election of Democratic Club Board of Directors for 
2023-2024 Term 

(meeting open only to dues-paying members) 

Celebrations Room, 
Town Center 

2:00 PM 

Friday, 
November 18 

Environmental Book Club discusses Yuai Noah Harari's 
"Sapiens: A Brief History of Mankind" (Chapters 11-end) 

Lakeside Commons 
Card Room 

1:00 PM 

Friday, 
December 2 

Democratic Book Club discusses "There is Nothing For 
You Here: Finding Opportunity in the Twenty-First 

Century" by Fiona Hill 

Village Square Card 
Room 

1:00 PM 


