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President’s Corner 

Many of you joined us for the masterful 
presentation of Senator Chris Van Hollen on 
Wednesday, September 21.  I’ll bet you were as 
impressed as I was, both by his grasp of national 
issues and his willingness to deal with individual 
requests during the question-and-answer period. 

In October we plan to bring you another 
impressive public servant: Congressman Jamie 
Raskin, who will address us at 2:00 PM on 
Wednesday, Oct. 19 in Encore Theater. See the 
article on page 2 in this newsletter for details. 

Members are also invited to the annual 
Democratic Club "business meeting" at  2:00 PM 
on Wednesday, November 16, in Encore 
Theater.  This meeting will include: 

• An introduction of candidates for the 
Democratic Club Board of Directors in 2023-
24; 

• The actual voting for Board members who 
will take office on January 1, 2023; 

• A brief presentation by current Board 
members on such topics as the Democratic 
Club budget; 

• A Q&A session providing you an opportunity 
to address Board members on your issues of 
concern; 

• (afterward, in an area just outside Encore 
Theater) a reception, complete with light 
refreshments, where you can meet new and 
departing Board members. 

There is one way in which the November 16 
meeting will differ from all other meetings we 
held in the past year: it will be open to paid-up 
members only.  We usually open our meetings to 
all Riderwood residents, as presentations by our 
speakers can benefit all of us.  However, voting 
on our Board members should be restricted to 
Club members.  

– Tom Neu 

The September 21 Club Meeting 
featuring Senator Van Hollen 

Maryland Senator Chris Van Hollen joined us at 
the September 21 meeting of the Democratic 
Club. He came straight from the Capitol, where 
he had joined all the other Democratic Senators 
and 21 Republican Senators to ratify the United 
States’ participation in the Kigali amendment. 
This amendment to an international climate 
treaty is an agreement to phase out the 
production and use of hydrofluorocarbons, which 
are potent greenhouse gases contributing to 
global warming. 

The Constitution requires a two-thirds vote of the 
Senate (67 Senators) to concur with any bill 
involving treaties, and Senator Van Hollen said 
that this vote was a historic example of 
bipartisanship. He noted that “the Senate today 
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is a challenge,” adding that the reality of each 
state having two Senators gives disproportionate 
influence to states with small populations. The 
existence of the filibuster also slows the process 
of enacting legislation. 

 
Senator Chris Van Hollen at Riderwood on September 21 
with Associate Director Pam Stiner (left) and Democratic 

Club Vice President Bea Rodgers (right) 

Also under consideration at the moment is the 
Democracy Is Strengthened by Casting Light On 
Spending in Elections (DISCLOSE) act which 
seeks to increase transparency in the reporting 
of campaign contributions and limit the use of 
“dark money” in financing campaigns. This is a 
response to the 2010 Supreme Court decision in 
the Citizens United case, and is the latest 
attempt to limit the results of that decision. 

Nonetheless, he highlighted the 
accomplishments of the first two years of the 
Biden administration where elected 
representatives worked across the aisle to pass 
these initiatives: 

• The Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act, 
which includes $550 billion for roads, 
bridges, water infrastructure, internet, and 
more 

• The CHIPS and Science Act, to bring 
technology research and development back 
to the U.S. and fund promising projects in 
areas such as artificial intelligence 

• The PACT Act to provide needed health care 
to veterans who had been exposed to toxic 
chemicals during the wars in Afghanistan 
and Iraq 

• Two other acts were passed without any 
Republican support: 

• The American Rescue Plan, which provided 
vaccines nationwide and gave financial 
assistance to businesses and individuals 
affected by the COVID pandemic 

• The Inflation Reduction Act, which included 
investments in infrastructure to combat 
climate change, enabled Medicare to 
negotiate the price of prescription drugs, and 
closed some tax loopholes, among other 
provisions 

The Senator went on to say that the 2022 
election will be a challenge, and encouraged 
residents to talk to their friends and neighbors 
about issues and remind them to vote. He 
concluded with a quote from President Biden: 
“Don’t compare me to the Almighty, compare me 
to the alternative.” 

Congressman Jamie Raskin to Speak at 
October Meeting 

Jamie Raskin, member of Congress from 
Maryland’s Eighth District, will be the featured 
speaker at the Democratic Club meeting at 2:00 
PM on Wednesday, October 19. Because we 
expect this event to be very popular, we have 
printed enough tickets to match the safe capacity 
of the Encore Theatre. These free tickets will be 
distributed in the lobby of Lakeside Commons on 
the day of the meeting (10/19) starting at 10:00 
a.m. until tickets run out. 55 specially marked 
tickets will be available to residents who use 
walkers or wheelchairs.  

Holders of wheelchair and walker tickets are 
encouraged to arrive at Encore between 1:00 
and 1:30 PM. General admission will begin at 
1:30 PM. Face masks are required, and no one 
without a ticket will be admitted to the Encore 
Theater that afternoon.  

Since October 19 is also planned to be the day 
when COVID booster shots will be administered 
to residents of Village Square and Montgomery 
Station, some residents might want to ask others 
to pick up tickets on their behalf for the 
Democratic Club meeting. We are placing a limit 

of four tickets per resident. 
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About Congressman Raskin 

Congressman Jamie Raskin proudly represents 
Maryland’s 8th Congressional District in the U.S. 
House of Representatives, initially becoming a 
member on January 3, 2017. Now in his second 
term at the start of the 116th Congress on 
January 3, 2019 , he is a returning member of 
the House Judiciary Committee, the Committee 
on Oversight and Reform, and the Committee on 
House Administration. He was also appointed to 
serve as a Senior Whip.  

Prior to his time in Congress, Raskin was a 
three-term State Senator in Maryland, where he 
also served as the Senate Majority Whip. He 
quickly earned a reputation for building coalitions 
in Annapolis, and delivered a series of landmark 
legislative accomplishments.  

He was also a professor of constitutional law at 
American University’s Washington College of 
Law for more than 25 years. He is the author of 
several books, including the Washington Post 
best-seller Overruling Democracy; the highly-
acclaimed We the Students: Supreme Court 
Cases For and About America’s Students, 
which has sold more than 50,000 copies, and 
The New York Times number one best-seller 
Unthinkable: Trauma, Truth and the Trials of 
American Democracy (2022).  

He earned numerous recognitions over the years 
including, among others: 

• Distinguished Service Award, American 
Humanist Association, 2008  

• Henry W. Edgerton Civil Liberties Award, 
American Civil Liberties Union, 2011 

• Legislator of the Year Award, Maryland 
Access to Justice Commission, 2012.  

• Legislator of the Year, Maryland Chapter, 
American College of Cardiology, 2016.  

• Legislator of the Year, Mothers Against 
Drunk Driving, 2016.  

• Visionary Award, Maryland Coalition 
Against Sexual Assault, 2017 

• Impact Award, Ayuda, 2017 

• First Citizen Award, Maryland Senate, 2021. 

He served as the Lead House Manager in the 
second Senate impeachment trial of former 
President Donald Trump, which ended with a 57-
43 vote to convict the president for inciting a 
violent insurrection against the government to 
overthrow the 2020 presidential election. He 
serves on the Select Committee to Investigate 
the January 6th attack on the U.S. Capitol.  

Born in Washington DC, Congressman Raskin is 
a magna cum laude graduate of Harvard College 
and Harvard Law School, where he served as an 
editor of the Harvard Law Review. He and his 
wife, Sarah Bloom Raskin, live in Takoma Park 
with their dog, Potter. They have three grown 
children: Tabitha, Tommy, and Hannah. 

Please join us Wednesday, October 19, for what 
promises to be an informative and enjoyable 
event. 

– Sandy Morse 
 

Stay Tuned for Future Opportunities 
Your club officers are working hard to arrange for 
either Wes Moore, candidate for Governor, or 
Aruna Miller, candidate for Lieutenant Governor, 
to join us for a “meet and greet” event in the next 
few weeks. This will be an opportunity for 
members to meet one of the candidates in an 
informal setting and to learn about their vision for 
Maryland. 

Candidates for Office – Statewide 

All Riderwood residents will have the opportunity 
to vote for candidates for statewide and national 
offices and vote For or Against five proposed 
amendments to the Maryland state constitution. 
(Pay particular attention to Question 4!) 

The principal Democratic party statewide 
candidates, and their websites which you can 
visit to learn more about them, are as follows: 

For Governor and Lieutenant Governor: Wes 
Moore and Aruna Miller: www.wesmoore.com   

For Controller: Brooke Lierman: 
www.brookelierman.com   

For Attorney General: Anthony Brown: 
www.anthonybrown.com   

For United States Senator: Chris Van Hollen: 
www.vanhollen.org   

Question 1 on the ballot proposes changing the 
name of the Court of Appeals to the Supreme  
Court of Maryland and changing the name of the 
Court of Special Appeals to the Appellate Court 
of Maryland. 

Question 2 proposes that, to be eligible to serve 
as a senator or delegate to the Maryland General 
Assembly, a person must maintain a primary 
place of abode in the district that the person 
wants to represent. (Simply “residing” there is not 
sufficient.) 

Question 3 proposes that the General Assembly 
be allowed to enact legislation limiting a person’s 
right to a jury trial in civil cases where the amount 

http://www.wesmoore.com/
http://www.brookelierman.com/
http://www.anthonybrown.com/
http://www.vanhollen.org/
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in controversy exceeds $25,000. (The current 
limit is $15,000.) 

Question 4 asks “Do you favor the legalization 
of the use of cannabis by an individual who is at 
least 21 years of age on or after July 1, 2023, in 
the State of Maryland?” (This would require the 
addition of Article XX, Section 1, to the Maryland 
Constitution.)  

Question 5 really applies only to Howard 
County. It proposes eliminating the Howard 
County Orphans’ Court, requiring those cases to 
be brought to the Howard County Circuit Court 
instead. 

Candidates for Office – Montgomery 

The remainder of the ballot will be different 
depending on whether you live in Montgomery or 
Prince George’s County. This issue of the 
Riderwood Democratic Club newsletter is being 
published in two separate editions – one for each 
county – to save space and to make it easier for 
members to see the list of candidates and 
questions that apply to them.  

For Montgomery County residents, the 
Democratic candidate to represent Maryland 
District 8 of the United States Congress is 
Jamie Raskin: https://jamieraskin.com/. Note 
that Riderwood residents who formerly voted in 
Congressional District 3 are now in District 8 as 
a result of the redistricting following the 2020 
census. 

The Democratic candidates for statewide office 
in Maryland Legislative District 14 are as 
follows: 

For State Senator, Craig Zucker, 
https://craigzucker.com/ 

For members of the House of Delegates (vote 
for three): 

• Anne Kaiser: https://annekaiser.com/  

• Eric Luedtke: https://ericluedtke.com/ 

• Pamela Queen: 
https://www.pamelaqueen.com/   

Democratic candidates on the ballot for the 
Montgomery County Council are as follows: 

• County Executive:  Marc Elrich: 
www.marcelrich.org  

• County Council District 5: Kristin Mink: 
www.kristinmink.com   

• County Council At-Large (vote for up to 
four): 

o Gabe Albornez: 
www.gabealbornoz.com 

o Evan Glass: www.evanglass.com  

o Will Jawando: 
www.willjawando.com  

o Laurie-Anne Sayles: 
www.laurieannesayles.org 

The four candidates for Judge of the Circuit 
Court, Circuit 4, are all running unopposed.   

More information on all the candidates is also 
available on the League of Women Voters 
website. Click on 
https://www.lwvmd.org/2022_primary_voters_guides 
and select the link for Montgomery County. 

The Montgomery County ballot also has one 
question:   

Question A asks whether to amend the County 
Charter so that the County Executive will have to 
obtain the consent of the Council before 
removing the County Attorney, while at the same 
time allowing either the Council or the County 
Executive to initiate removal proceedings, with 
both having to consult and obtain consent from 
the other. For removal action to take place both 
parties must respond within a given time limit. 

In short, a vote  For the amendment would 
change the law and a vote Against would keep 
the current status. 

News About the Environment 

Bill Ferguson (D-Baltimore City), the first African- 
American President of the Maryland State 
Senate, called Climate Change “the question of 
our age” and “an existential threat for humanity.” 
He went on to say that they intend to “build upon 
the landmark climate measure that the General 
Assembly passed this year,” setting ambitious 
energy and emission goals over the next 
decade.  Also, that the new Maryland 
administration must be “focused on outcomes.”  

Eight years ago, amphibians were the world’s 
most endangered class of animals.  It was further 
“estimated that 1/3 of all reef-building corals, a 
third of all fresh water mollusks, a third of sharks 
and rays, a quarter of all mammals, a fifth of all 
reptiles, and a sixth of all birds are headed 
toward oblivion.”  (E. Kolbert, The 6th Extinction).  
We now know that insects are also endangered. 
Major action on Climate Change is critical to slow 
this down. 

Currently, nearly 50% of Maryland’s electricity 
comes from non-greenhouse-gas-emitting 
sources including wind, solar, hydroelectric, and 
nuclear.  A related interest sent me to the 
Poolesville Green Day to see the electric 
vehicles display. The prices on EVs range from 
$15,000 to $150,000. (My make of car, Subaru, 

https://jamieraskin.com/
https://craigzucker.com/
https://annekaiser.com/
https://ericluedtke.com/
https://www.pamelaqueen.com/
http://www.marcelrich.org/
http://www.kristinmink.com/
http://www.gabealbornoz.com/
http://www.evanglass.com/
http://www.willjawando.com/
http://www.laurieannesayles.org/
https://www.lwvmd.org/2022_primary_voters_guides
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finally came out with an EV this summer.)  I saw 
a tiny little Pickman EV truck with only two seats 
for under $20,000.  I was surprised to learn that 
there are already 700 public EV chargers in the 
DC metro area. 

We need to electrify EVERYTHING!  We also 
need to increase the use of renewables at the 
same time.  All-electric buildings are cheaper to 
build.  For single-family homes, all-electric 
homes cost less to construct than new mixed-
fuel homes. 

Bloomberg Green reports that even Moody’s 
Investors Service is concerned about 
biodiversity loss and the trillions of dollars it will 
cost for a depleted natural world.  The World 
Bank and the World Economic Forum and others 
have similar concerns.  

The forthcoming “Resident Satisfaction Survey” 
is the only chance for us to let Erickson know our 
concerns as well as our compliments. This is the 
first time in several years that we have had this 
opportunity to articulate them: 

 1) The immense waste of electricity due to 
electric lights no longer dimmed late night in 
many resident hallways and the hundreds of 
outdoor lighting units on 24 hours a day for well 
over a year.  

2) The lack of our household food scrapes not 
being collected for composting along with the 
pre-consumer dining food waste.   

3) The inadequate number of meat-free entrée 
selections available.  

4) Need to reduce lawns, replacing fringes with 
native flowers.  

5) Need a plan for solar. 

––E. Anne Riley, Environmental Committee Chair 

 

   Postcards to Swing States, and More 
Opportunities 

We are now ready to begin mailing the 2,000 
postcards written by our exceptional group of 
volunteers. The postcards will be mailed in 
batches beginning in mid-October and will be 
sent to the states that we have determined to be 
critical in the November election. We hope that 
this effort will make a difference. 

Other opportunities are available! The Maryland 
Democratic Party is always looking for 
volunteers to participate in phone banking for the 
Coordinated Campaign. We have been asked to 
do some outreach for Congressional District 6 
(Western Maryland) and perhaps also 
Congressional District 1 (Eastern Shore). We 
cannot take anything for granted if we want to 
help make sure our outstanding team wins on 
November 8! 

If you are interested in working on some type of 
activity here in Maryland, please contact Bea 
Rodgers at rodgersbea9@gmail.com. And 
don’t forget to encourage your family, friends and 
neighbors to vote!   

 

How to request a mail-in ballot 

You can obtain a mail-in ballot through an online request, but you cannot vote your mail-in ballot 
online. When you receive your ballot via email, you must print it, fill it out, and mail it back   (see 

dates below). 

You can download a mail-in ballot application as a PDF document at  

https://elections.maryland.gov/voting/documents/Absentee_Ballot_application_English.pdf 

You can also go to  https://voterservices.elections.maryland.gov/OnlineVoterRegistration/votertype. 

This website lets you request a mail-in ballot, an application for voter registration, or both. 

  

  

https://elections.maryland.gov/voting/documents/Absentee_Ballot_application_English.pdf
https://voterservices.elections.maryland.gov/OnlineVoterRegistration/votertype
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Important Dates 

Date Subject Location Time 

Friday, October 7 
Riderwood Democratic Book Club discusses  

"Democracy in Chains: The Deep History of the Radical 
Right's Stealth Plan for America" by Nancy MacLean 

Lakeside 
Commons Card 

Room 
(note: venue is 
for this meeting 

only) 

1:00 PM 

Tuesday, October 18 
Last day to register to vote or to change your registration 

for the 2022 General Election 
 

 

Wednesday,  
October 19 

Riderwood Democratic Club meeting  
featuring Jamie Raskin 

Encore Theater 
 

Friday, October 21 
Environmental Book Club discusses chapters 1 – 10 of 

"Sapiens: A Brief History of Mankind"  
by Yuval Noah Narari 

Lakeside 
Commons Card 

Room 
1:00 PM 

Beginning on 
Wednesday,  
October 26 

Ballot drop boxes will be available in two locations 
at Riderwood 

  

Thursday, October 27 
through  

Thursday, November 3 
Early voting in selected polling places 

  

Tuesday, November 1 Last day to request a mail-in ballot by mail or fax   

Friday, November 4 Last day to request a mail-in ballot by e-mail   

Tuesday, November 8 
Main-in ballots must be mailed or hand-delivered by this 
date.     ***Note: You cannot submit your ballot online 

  

Tuesday, November 8 2022 General Election    

 


