
The Journey of Aeneas 1

Good day ladies and 
gentlemen, my name is 
Michael Mullins, and 
this slide show covers 
Part I (Greece and 
Turkey) of the small 
ship cruise entitled, 
“The Journey of 
Aeneas”, sponsored in 
part by the 
Archaeological Institute 
America, aboard the 
114 passenger 
Corinthian II from 6 to 
20 October 2005.

Part I, 
Following The 
Journey of 
Aeneas



As a historian and an archaeologist
I am Strictly an Amateur

With a strong interest in classical history.

Therefore, please send me corrections, clarifications, 
and unknown identifications, and please forgive my 

mispronunciations and stumbling over classical names.

Appeal to my fellow Journey of Aeneas passengers: 
Please send me a favorite picture or two of yourselves 

and/or a favorite scene I have missed.
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Enjoy the Show
I hope everyone enjoys the show as much 

as I enjoyed putting it together –
And will probably keep refining for years 

to come.

For those interested there is a brief outline of 
my background and sources used for this slide 
show after the end of the regular show itself.
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Our Route on the Journey of Aeneas
Days 1 and 2  - New York to Athens

Actually Sailed from Piraeus – Not Lavrion
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This map, not to scale, shows the route of the Corinthian II as we followed the Journey of Aeneas, or 
at least Travel Dynamics interpretation of Vergil’s interpretation of Aeneas’ route.  However, while we 
started in Athens, Aeneas and company started from the hills around Troy.  As with any overseas 
trip, day 1 is the departure from the USA; and day 2 is your arrival and welcome at the hotel or ship 
and getting to sail.



Airport, Athens, Greece
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After passing 
through customs 
at the Athens 
Airport, we were 
bussed to the 
Corinthian II, 
which was 
waiting for us in 
the harbor of 
Piraeus.  
Unfortunately, 
we did not go 
through the 
center of town, 
so I did not get 
to see the 
Acropolis or the 
Parthenon.



On the Road to Piraeus
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On the 
road to 
Piraeus, I 
was 
fascinated 
by the 
modern 
high speed 
light rail 
system on 
the left side 
of the road 
– the sort 
of thing we 
need in the 
Washington
, DC area, 
to supple-
ment our 
Metro 
system.



Greek Olive Groves
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Olive 
production 
is big 
business in 
Greece- in 
the Classical 
period it 
was 
believed 
Athena gave 
the first 
olive tree to 
Athens, thus 
they were 
sacred.  The 
penalty for 
cutting 
down or 
otherwise 
destroying 
an olive tree 
was death.



Corinthian II
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The 
Corinthian II is 
a small cruise 
ship of 57 
cabins (114 
passenger 
maximum) 
and a crew of 
70.  As it has 
been ice 
strengthened 
for Antarctic 
cruises, I felt 
much safer 
than I would 
have 
otherwise.



Inside My Cabin
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My cabin, 
number 258, 
was in the 
middle of the 
ship, to lessen 
the possibility of 
my getting 
seasick.  The 
floor is about 
level with water 
line.  As you can 
see, this cabin is 
a very comfort-
able size of 235 
square feet. You 
can tell this is 
my cabin by the 
laughing Disney 
characters bag 
in the lower 
right corner.



Dressing Area
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Since I 
have 
been in 
much 
smaller 
hotel 
rooms, 
this felt 
like a 
state 
room to 
me.



Busy Harbor of Piraeus
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As most of 
Greece is 
within 50 
miles of the 
coast, the 
Greeks have 
always been 
seafarers.  As 
you can see, 
the seafaring 
tradition is 
alive and well 
today – there 
were ships 
everywhere 
as we 
departed near 
dusk.



Cruise Ship Marco Polo
13I just liked this picture of the cruise ship Marco Polo in the sunset



Sunset from Piraeus Harbor
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On the other 
side of the 
mountain to 
the left, 
Xerxes, the 
Persian King 
of Kings, sat 
on his golden 
throne and 
watched his 
numerically 
superior fleet 
suffer the 
greatest (and 
very likely 
the most 
important) 
naval victory 
in Western 
military 
history at the 
Battle of 
Salamis in 
480 BC.



Leaving Piraeus Harbor
On our way out of the harbor, we sailed out and around 
the protective seawall and end point light on the side of 
the harbor entrance, with other ships ahead of us. 15



Day 3 - Dardanelles, Canakkale, and Troy
On day 3 we sailed up the Dardanelle Straits to Canakkale, Turkey, where we 
first visited the Archaeological Museum and then took busses down to the 
ancient site of Troy. 16



Approaching the Dardanelles

Approaching the 
entrance to the 
Dardanelles.  
During the 
Classical period 
this strait was 
called the 
Hellespont.  
These straits 
were especially 
important to the 
Athenians, 
whose Black Sea 
colonies 
furnished grain 
to the city.  
Thus, the 
destruction of 
the Athenian 
fleet in these 
straits at the
Battle of  Aegospotami in 405 BC won the long and bloody Peloponnesian War for the 
Spartans.



Gallipoli Peninsula

This is the 
Gallipoli 
Peninsula on the 
European side of 
the straits. On 25 
April 1915, after 
a six-week delay, 
the British 
landed mostly 
Australian and 
New Zealand 
troops here 
hoping to open 
the way to 
Russia.  In the 
center is the 
Helles Common-
wealth Memorial 
for the Gallipoli 
Campaign to the
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approximately 240,000 allied soldiers killed, wounded, and missing here - the Turks were 
ready and waiting.  The British even lost three battleships and three other ships here to sea 
mines.



Turkish Victory Memorial

Further up the 
strait at Morto 
Bay on Hisarlik 
Hill is the 
Turkish 
Canakkale 
Memorial to 
their 66,000 to 
75,000 dead, 
out of about 
225,000 total 
casualties.  The 
Turks were 
ultimately 
victorious, and 
the British 
withdrew the 
last surviving 
allied soldiers 
on 9 January 
1916.
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Archaeological Museum 
at Canakkale

Entrance to the 
Archaeological 
Museum at 
Canakkale, 
Turkey.  As 
Canakkale is at 
the narrowest 
point along the 
Hellespont, it 
was here that 
Xerxes had 
erected the 
pontoon bridge 
over which he 
led the Persian 
Invasion of 
Greece in 480 
BC. It was here 
that Alexander 
the Great
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crossed into Asia in 334 BC on his invasion of the Persian Empire.  And it was here that 
Lord Byron swam the Dardanelles in 1810, despite its swift current.



The Nine Cites of Troy

The ruins of 
the nine 
cities of 
Troy built 
on top of 
each other, 
starting in 
about 2900 
BC, formed 
the Mound 
of Hisarlik, 
where 
Heinrich 
Schliemann 
discovered 
the ancient 
cities in the 
early 
1870's.  The 
enlarged
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section is the citadel of Troy VI, which was built around 1700 BC, and destroyed by 
fire about 1250 BC.



Depiction of Troy VIb

Troy VI b as it 
probably 
appeared at 
the time of 
the Trojan 
War, about 
1250 BC, as 
described by 
Homer in the 
Iliad.  Note 
that this 
picture 
shows the 
recently 
discovered 
lower town, 
which greatly 
increased the 
known size 
of the city.  
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However, there are some scholars who believe Troy VII a, burnt down about 1170 BC, 
was Homer’s city.



Trojan Pottery
Pottery artifacts 
from the early 
stages of Troy.  
We should 
remember that 
both the Hittite 
and Mycenaean 
cultures were 
Bronze Age 
civilizations, 
and both fell to 
iron using 
barbarians 
(often referred 
to as Sea 
Peoples) soon 
after the Trojan 
War.  These Sea 
Peoples swept
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all before them, until defeated by the last great Pharaoh of Egypt, Ramses III, in 1178 BC.  
This was probably the time that Troy VII was destroyed.  



Glass Pottery from Troy
Glass pottery from the later Greek and Roman cities, 
Troy VIII and Troy IX, respectively.
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Statue of a Roman 
General

My out of focus 
picture of a statute of 
a general from the 
Roman city, Troy IX.  
The city was 
abandoned about 550 
AD, after the harbor 
silted up, leaving the 
plain of Simois, we 
see today.
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Red Figure Vases from Troy
These distinctive red and black figure vases are probably 
from the Greek city, Troy VIII. 26



Smaller bottles from the Greek 
Troy

Smaller bottles from the Greek Troy showing the finesse 
and detail of their artwork.
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Early Greek Sarcophagus from Troy

Named the Polyxena Sarcophagus, this is the earliest relief 
carved sarcophagus found in Asia Minor.  It dates from the 
6th century B.C.
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Other Side of Sarcophagus

While the 
front and 
sides depict 
family scenes 
of the 
deceased, the 
back is 
thought to 
show the 
sacrifice of 
Polyxena, 
daughter of 
Priam, the 
king of Troy, 
by 
Neoptolemus, 
son of 
Achilles, in 
front of his 
father's tomb.
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Small Goddess 
Statutes

These small goddess-like 
statues are from the Roman 
and Greek periods of the city.
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Votive Statues

These small statues were probably votive offerings to the Roman 
and Greek household gods.
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Greek and Roman Amphora
The Greeks and Romans mainly used amphora, like these, for the 
transport and storage of wine.  From here we went on to Troy itself.
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On the way to Troy

On the way to Troy, 
one reflects that the 
city was sacred to 
the Romans, as per 
the story of Aeneas.  
And on the irony 
that the Greeks and 
Trojans worshiped 
the same Gods –
who took sides 
during the war and 
caused trouble for 
the winners and 
losers afterwards.
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Map of Trojan War Areas
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The Trojan War took 
place around 1250 
BC between the 
Mycenean Greeks 
and the city of Troy 
– a vassal state of 
the Hittite Empire. 
The story begins 20 
to 30 years earlier.  
When Priam’s wife is 
about to give birth 
to their son named 
Paris; a seer tell 
them that he will be 
the cause of Troy’s 
destruction.  

Origins of the 
Trojan War

Thus, a swine herder was given the baby and told to leave him for exposure on the slopes of 
scared Mt. Ida. He took the baby, but then raised it as his own. About the same time, Zeus in 
the form of a swan rapped the mortal Leda, resulting in the birth of Helen, who grew into the 
most beautiful woman in the world.

Hittite Empire



Trojan War Partial Cast of Characters
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Heroes : Men and Women:
Achilles – Son of Thetis and mortal Peleus, greatest of all Greek warriors. 
Aeneas – Son of Aphrodite and mortal Anchises, a great Trojan warrior; leader in

the Aeneid.
Agamemnon – King of Mycenae, leader of the Greeks, brother of Menelaus. 
Hector – Son of Priam, greatest of all Trojan warriors.
Helen – Daughter of Zeus and mortal Leda, wife of Menelaus.
Menelaus – King of Sparta, brother of Agamemnon, husband of Helen.
Odysseus – King of Ithaka, originated the idea of the wooden horse.
Paris – Son of Priam, raised by a swine header on slopes of Mount Ida.
Priam – King of Troy, father of Hector, Paris, and Deiphobus.

Gods and Goddesses:
Aphrodite – Goddess of Love, mother of Aeneas by mortal Anchises.
Apollo – God of sun, prophecy, and music, son of Zeus and Leto.
Athena – War goddess, daughter of Zeus, sprang from his head fully armored.
Hera – Goddess of marriage and childbirth, wife of Zeus.
Poseidon – God of the sea, brother of Zeus.
Thetis – A sea goddess, mother of Achilles by her mortal husband Peleus

Note: children of Gods and Goddesses by mortals are also mortals.



Thetis dipping Achilles 
in the River Styx 36

About the time of 
Paris’ birth, the sea 
goddess, Thetis, gave 
birth to Achilles.  She 
knew he was destined 
to come a great 
warrior.  So, to protect 
him, she dipped 
Achilles  into the River 
Styx (between the land 
of the living and 
Hades), holding him by 
his heel.  This gave him 
immortality on the 
battlefield, except for 
his heel.



Judgement of Paris
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Paris grew into a very 
handsome youth, and 
the gods noticed.  When 
three goddesses argued 
about who was most 
beautiful – Zeus knew 
picking one would only 
cause problems.  So, he 
went to Paris with a 
golden apple and told 
him to be the judge.  
Hera offered to make 
him the richest king in 
the world.  Athena 
promised him wisdom 
and victory in every 
battle.  Aphrodite 
offered him the hand of 
Helen, the most 
beautiful woman in the 
world.  Being a lonely herdsman, he gave her the golden apple – and immediately 
made enemies of Hera and Athena.



“The Abduction of Helen”
38

Paris then went to Troy and 
was warmly received by his 
father.  Later he was sent 
with a peace delegation to 
Sparta.  As promised by 
Aphrodite, as soon as they 
met, he and Helen fell 
madly in  love.  When her 
husband, Menelaus got 
suspicious, they fled to 
Troy.



Mycenean War Ship

39

Menelaus was out-raged.  He asked Agamemnon to rally all the Greeks to go to Troy to 
get back Helen.  A 1000 ships from all over the Mycenean world came to help, with 10 
to 12 thousand men.  The ship in the picture is war vessel with 25 men rowing on each 
side.  The rest of the were probably supply ships.



Achilles Dragging the Body of Hector
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Homer opens the Iliad in the 
9th year of the war with 
Achilles in a snit and refusing 
to fight because Agamemnon 
took his concubine, Briseis, for 
himself.  However, when 
Hector kills his best friend, 
Patroclus, on the battlefield, 
Achilles swears revenge.  He 
seeks out Hector for a single   
combat between them.  He 
kills Hector, and then ties the 
body to his chariot, and drags 
it around the city walls.  The 
desecration of a hero’s body 
angers both men and gods.   
Thus, when Paris shoots arrow 
at Achilles, one of the gods
guides it into Achilles’ heel and he dies a painfully death.  Now both sides have lost 
their greatest hero, and the war is stalemated.



Ideas on What the Greeks Might Have 
Tried Before the Wooden Horse
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Finally, Odysseus has the 
idea of building a large 
wooden horse with warriors 
hidden inside, leaving it as a 
present for the Trojans, and 
pretending to have the 
Greek army go home.  Next 
morning, the Trojans are 
ecstatic.  They haul the 
horse into the city and have 
a wild drunken party.  That 
night the men in the horse 
slip out and open the gates.  
The Greek army pours in 
killing, looting, rapping, burning, and destroying anybody and everything in their way.  
Aeneas is able to flee out a back gate with his family and many followers into the hills.
After the Greeks leave, the remaining Trojans build a fleet and start on their Journey 
of Aeneas.



Front of 
Wooden 
Horse

This is the Turkish 
interpretation of the famous 
Wooden Horse as the Trojans 
would have first seen it facing 
their city.  Although, the large 
wooden box on its back 
seems strange - this is how it 
is depicted in classical period 
Greek artwork.
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Troy Burning
Aeneas, 
carrying his 
father, with 
his son at his 
side, and 
others, 
fleeing Troy 
as the Greeks 
sack the city. 
Painting by 
Jan Brueghel, 
about 1620 
AD.  Note the 
white 
Wooden 
Horse in the 
center of the 
burning city, 
and the 
obvious
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Italian Renaissance influence in the depiction of the city with bridges across a river 
leading into it. Indeed, he used the Rome of his time as his model for Troy.



Archaeological Site Map of Troy

Photo map of the archaeological site of Troy as it is today.  While most 
archaeologists seem to think Troy VI was the city of the Iliad, as previously 
mentioned, there are some who think it was Troy VII. 44



East Tower of Troy VI

East tower of Troy VI, which guarded the east gateway into the city.
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East Curtain Wall of Troy VI

The east 
curtain wall of 
Troy VI is 
characterized 
by vertical 
offsets 
approximately 
every 10 
meters.  
These allow 
slight changes 
to the angled 
walls without 
corners -
defensive 
weak points.  
The mound 
from which 
this picture 
was taken was
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supported by a retaining wall.  This channeled attackers into this deadly corridor 
before reaching the East gate.



Greek and Hittite Names for Troy
Sign showing the Greek (Ilios) and Hittite (Wilusa) names for Troy.  Troy was most 
likely either an outpost or a vassal state of the Hittites.  Periodic reinforcements from 
the interior would explain why they could hold out so well over ten years.  In reality, 
the Trojan War was probably a trade war between the Mycenaeans and the Hittites 
for control of shipping through the Hellespont. 47



Entering the east gate, one must immediately turn left to go inside - exposing the 
right side of attackers, most of whom would have their shields on their left arms.  
The tightness of the turn also prevented battering rams from being maneuvered 
into place against the gates.

Entering the East Gate
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Houses of Retainers

These are believed to be the houses of the retainers and/or kinsmen of 
the royal family.  They are just below the royal palace complex of Troy VI.
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Plain of Troy
Plain of Troy, 
or today 
Simois, 
looking 
northwest 
from the 
northeast 
bastion of 
Troy VI, and 
atop the 
remains of 
the Temple of 
Athena from 
Troy’s VIII and 
IX, renovated 
by Alexandria 
the Great, 
and restored 
by Julius
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Caesar (remember Troy was scared to his family).  At that time this was a marine 
embayment and harbor for the Trojans.  As previously mentioned, by 550 A.D. it had 
silted up and the city was finally abandoned.



General ruins at 
Troy.  At this point, 
let’s note that 
Schliemann’s 
discoveries and 
claims of having 
discovered Troy 
were based in part 
on the work of Frank 
Calvert, the British 
and Prussian consul 
at Canakkale, who 
already owned half 
the mound, and 
believed this was 
the site of Troy. .  
Calvert had carefully 
excavated this part 
of the mound in the 
1860s and was the 
first to identify this 
as the site of Troy.
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General Ruins at Troy



General ruins at Troy, number 2.  After the Sea Peoples destruction, the site was 
abandoned.  It was resettled by Greek colonists around 700 BC.  They built a great 
temple to Athena on the mound above the corridor to the East gate of Troy VI.   
Later they reinforced the old retaining wall with a new one along side it. 52

General Ruins (2)



Mound from Troy II.
One of the watch tower mounds from Troy II.
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Burnt Mud Bricks from Troyes II and III
The sign says 
these severely 
burnt mud 
bricks were in a 
fire so intense it 
even reached 
the interior of 
the fortification 
walls of Troy II 
and III, around 
2500 B.C.
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Course of mud bricks
Blurry picture of a typical course of mud bricks.
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Plaster on Walls
And this is a blurry picture of how they prevented rainwater from 
percolating into the mud-brick walls, by plastering them with a clay 
or lime lining. 56



Stone Base of Walls
In addition, the mud-brick walls stood on a base of rock 
to prevent contact with surface and/or groundwater. 57



Plaque of Troy I
The Turks have 
done a 
wonderful job of 
signage at Troy.  
The best we saw 
anywhere.  This 
sign explains 
that Troy I was 
built directly on 
bedrock, starting 
in about 2920 
B.C., and 
illustrates (1) 
how 
archaeologists 
think the 
finished walls 
looked and (2) a 
stone stele of a 
man bearing

58arms from that period.  This type of stele also has been found at Troy VI excavations



East Bastion of South Gate
East bastion of the south gate and south curtain wall of Troy I. Notice the rough 
and irregular coarseness of the small rocks in the wall; and indeed, it was 
constructed with unworked limestone rocks and mortised with clay, approximately 
2900 to 2450 B.C. 59



Sign About Schliemann's Trench

This sign 
describes 
Schliemann's 
great north-
south 
exploratory 
trench, which he 
rammed right 
through the 
middle of 
Hisarlik mound.  
It was 40 meters 
wide and 17 
meters deep, 
right down to 
bedrock, where 
he discovered 
some walls and 
house 
foundations 
from Troy I, as
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shown in the first photo.  The second photo shows an infant's burial.



Troy Levels Within the Trench

However, 
Schliemann
's Trench 
did expose 
the 
different 
levels of 
the 9 cities.  
Some of 
these are 
identified 
here by the 
Roman 
numeral 
signs, with 
IX being the 
top level as 
one would 
expect.  
The red 
signs are 
for Troy VI.
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Troy Levels 
II to VI

Closer to this excavation, one can see 
signs identifying Troy levels II to VI.  
Although, Schliemann discarded or 
destroyed thousands of artifacts that 
did not fit with his ideas of Homer’s 
Troy, he was one of the first people 
to realize archaeological dating could 
be done by the type and style of 
pottery found at a site.
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Troy Levels Sign

This sign 
illustrates a 
cross-section 
through 
Hisarlik mound 
showing the 
build up of the 
hill by the 
accumulation 
of the rubble 
of each city 
upon the 
others prior to 
it.  Note that 
the Greeks 
(Troy VIII) and 
the Romans 
(Troy IX) 
leveled off the 
mound to get 
a flat building 
surface at the 
top. 63



Ramp to the south-west gateway of Troy II.  The gate was sheathed in copper 
or bronze and must have been spectacular in the sunlight.  Schliemann 
mistakenly believed this was the Troy of the Iliad, and that it was up this ramp 
(Continued on next picture) 64

Ramp of Troy II



Ramp and Wall of Troy II
that the Trojans dragged the Wooden Horse into their city.  To 
the left are part of the curtain wall and a bastion of Troy II.  One 
can also get a feel for the size of Schliemann's trench. 65



Another View of 
Schliemann's TrenchSchliemann 

was looking 
for gold, and 
he found a 
treasure 
hoard at the 
base of the 
ramp into 
Troy II.  He 
called it 
Priam's 
Treasure -
which now 
has a whole 
interesting 
modern 
history in 
itself.
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Sign About House VI M

Sign 
illustrating 
House VI M 
and the 
"beautiful 
walls of 
Troy" as 
described by 
Homer.  
Notice the 
vertical 
offsets in 
the walls -
these stones 
were 
precisely cut 
using bronze 
tools.

67



Altars and sacrificial pits in the sanctuary area of Greek and Roman eras (Troy's 
VIII and IX).  High altar in the back was built in the 4th century BC, while the 
marble steps and revetments are Roman.  The smooth wall in the back is the 
north wall of the sanctuary.  It stands in front of the citadel wall of Troy VI. 68

Sanctuary and Citadel Walls



Public Gymnasium and Bath Complex
Ruins of the Roman public gymnasium and bath complex of Troy IX.  Some 
mosaic floors with human and animal figures were discovered.  
Unfortunately, they were not preserved by the early archaeologists. 69



Roman Odeum of Troy IX

The Roman 
Odeum or 
small arena 
served as a 
public 
meeting place 
and concert 
hall.  It was 
renovated by 
Emperor 
Hadrian.  
Immediately 
behind the 
seating is 
another 
section of the 
south curtain 
wall of Troy 
VI.
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According to one of my guidebooks, this is the Gate of Dardanos, the main 
south gate of the citadel of Troy VI.  Others think this is the Scaean gate, in 
front of which Homer places the duel between Hector and Achilles.

71

Gate of Dardanos



Sign about South Gate

Sign describing the south gate, with an artist rendition of the imposing walls 
and massive South Tower of the citadel of Troy VI.  A similar wall, as seen in 
the background of the picture, surrounded the lower part of the city. 72



South Curtain Wall
Just right of the south gate, in the background is the 
south curtain wall of the citadel of Troy VI. 73



Roman or Greek Friezes
Cataloged Greek or Roman friezes showing trigluphs (the triple 
column reliefs) and metopes (the blank spaces normally used for 
painted scenes).  Notice the number on the second one back. 74



Trojan Building Stone Sign

Sign 
describing the 
20-ton block 
of granite in 
the next 
picture as 
ashlar 
masonry 
(square 
cutting of the 
building 
stones).  This 
technique 
started being 
used here 
about 2500 
B.C., shortly 
after the 
building of 
the great 
Egyptian 
pyramids, 
using bronze 
tools.
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Trojan Granite Block

Sign on the 
granite block 
honoring 
some of the 
famous 
people who 
have visited 
Troy or 
worked for 
its benefit.  
Of the 
ancients, 
notice the 
names of 
Xerxes 480 
B.C., 
Alexander 
334 B.C., 
Augustus 20 
B.C., and 
Hadrian 124 
A.D.
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Clay Pipes and Storage Jars
This collection of clay pipes and storage jars is probably from the Roman period at Troy, which 
they called Ilium Novum (New Troy).  During the Trojan War, the Trojans used a system of 
cisterns for water, for as Homer says, the wells and springs are outside the city walls. 77



Back of the Trojan Horse

Back of the 
famous Trojan 
Horse.  Just 
before Troy fell, 
Priam sent his 
youngest son, 
Polydorus, with 
much gold, to 
Polymestor, 
King of Thrace, 
who had 
promised to 
care for him.  
Thus, after the 
Greeks left Troy, 
Aeneas and his 
followers built a 
fleet of ships 
and set sail for 
the safety of
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Thrace.  From here on we are following the route of Aeneas' epic journey, as 
described in Virgil's "Aeneid”.



Day 4 - Philippi
The Trojans landed in Thrace in the area of Kavalla, Greece.  Here Aeneas 
was met by the ghost of Polydorus – he had been murdered by 
Polymestor and his gold stolen, when news of Troy’s fall reached Thrace. 79



Athletic Scene Vase
In the morning, we arrived at the port of Kavalla and before leaving for 
Philippi, we visited a small museum near the waterfront.  This picture and 
the 2 following pictures are of Greek painted vases from the museum. 80



Festival Scene Vase
Some of the detail has been obscured by the general darkness of the 
museum, but the fineness and beauty of the artwork still standout today. 81



Horse Scene Vase
I am guessing that most of these scenes are from Greek mythology.  
This scene appears to be a goddess riding a horse, 82



Kavalla Waterfront
Waterfront at Kavalla.  Everywhere we went in Greece, I 
was impressed by the cleanliness of the tourist areas. 83



On the Road to Philippi

Scenic shot of the city and mountains on the way to Philippi.
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General Farmland.

Being a very 
mountainous 
country, Greece 
has a lot of rocks 
in its soils. 
However, in the 
few arable areas 
with few surface 
rocks, or where 
they have been 
removed, 
farming can be 
quite abundant.
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Acropolis at Philippi

The first thing one notices at Philippi is the flatness of most of the site – perfect for 
fighting ancient battles.  Indeed, the October 42 B.C. Battle of Philippi was fought on the 
plain just to the west of the city.  Therein, the dastardly murder of Julius Caesar by a bunch 
of corrupt Roman senators was avenged by Mark Antony and Octavian, as they defeated 
the forces of the conspirators, including Brutus, so called by Shakespeare as, “The most 
noble Roman of them all”- HA!. 86



Acropolis at Philippi (2)
Of course, the flatness of this site made it easier for later peoples to strip the site 
for their own building programs, as shown here by the flat emptiness of the 
acropolis area of Philippi.  The other thing we noticed was that we were the only 
people visiting this famous site. 87



Approaching the Roman Baths
Here we are approaching the ruins of the Roman baths.  The 
Roman forum of Philippi was at the columns in the background.
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Roman Baths
This much of the Roman baths remain only because in the 6th 
century A.D. the building was converted into a Christian basilica. 89



Terraced Levels
As the city grew, terraces were cut into the hill overlooking the 
city.  Notice the level road where our busses are parked. 90



What was this 
building?
From this photo you might or 
might not recognize the use of 
this building.
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Public Bathroom
However, from this view, this building was clearly a public latrine.  I do not 
know if it was used by both men and women, or if they had separate facilities. 92



Roman Forum at Philippi
Remains of the Roman forum at Philippi. 93



Houses at Philippi (1)
This picture and a few later show some of the houses (or what remains 
of them or as much as has been recently restored) of Philippi. 94



Mosaic 
Floor (1)
The ancients loved their mosaic 
floors.  The next couple of 
pictures are of mosaic floors 
still being restored by the 
archaeologists at this site.  
Here they all have geometric 
designs around the edges with 
different themes or more 
geometric designs in their 
interiors.
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Mosaic Floor (2)
Another mosaic floor at Philippi, with a tree and birds in the interior. 96



Mosaic Floor (3)
Mosaic floor with wheel design with what appear to be stylized 
waves in the center surrounded by pictures of some kind. 97



According to our guides, the lettering in this mosaic makes reference to Paul's visit to 
the city.  The shadows are of yours truly taking this picture and on the left Kathleen 
Coleman, the Harvard group lecturer on our trip , a very knowledgeable and pleasant 
classicalist.
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Paul Mosaic 



Houses at Philippi (2)
More houses at Philippi, some of which are still being excavated. 99



Storage jars in Houses
House with large storage jars, either in the kitchen or a back storage room.
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House with 
Courtyard 
Paving Blocks
House with notched paving 
blocks.  Notice mosaic floor on 
paving blocks in the next house 
up.
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Paul's Jail Cell
Again, according to our guides, this is the jail cell where Paul was held -
until, as described in the Bible, an earthquake opened the prison door. 102



Column Bases
These column bases were probably for the small church 
which was situated on the hill side of the town. 103



Larger Church on Hillside
There was also a much larger church on hillside, just to the side of the 
small church. 104



Ornate Corinthian Columns
Ornate Corinthian columns, which probably belonged to the larger 
church.  Also notice the blockiness of the mountain in the background –
probably from quarrying in this area. 105



Statuary Niches
These niches carved into the rock once held statues of ancient pagan gods.  
Later these were destroyed by the early Christians when they came to power -
like the Taliban destroying Buddhist statues in Afghanistan. 106



Back of the Amphitheater at Philippi
Back stage area of the amphitheater.  Obviously, there has been some 
restoration work here. 107



Explaining the Amphitheater
Dana our guide explaining the features of the amphitheater to our group.  Merger 
of three photos with a perspective applied to show the restored seating in the rest 
of the amphitheater.  Many cities already have or are working to restore their 
ancient amphitheaters for the staging of concerts and/or ancient and modern 
plays.
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Town Walls and Fort at Kavalla
Town walls and fort of Kavalla as seen on our way back to the Corinthian II.
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Kavalla Harbor
Kavalla harbor just as a small ferry for cars was leaving.  From here 
we sailed southward along the northeastern coast of Greece.
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Mount Athos Peninsula
Haze and storm clouds along the Mount Athos Peninsula.  However, 
since Mount Athos is 6,670 feet high, I do not think this is it.
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Town at the Base of Mountain
This is the town from the previous picture at the base of the mountain.
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Rocky Greek Coast
This and the next couple of slides simply show the rockiness of the 
Greek coastline in this area. 113



“V” Erosion Channel
Deeply incised "V" drainage patterns, such as shown here, indicate 
erosion in a very hard surface, such as rock, by surface runoff water. 114



Coastal Light Tower
Coastal light tower (center of picture) along this rocky coast.  With the 
advent of satellite navigation technology, lighthouses are being 
abandoned and light towers are getting smaller. 115



Day 5 – Delos and Mykonos
Realizing that Thrace was no longer safe for them, the Trojans decided 
to seek help from the Oracle at Delos to determine where they should 
go to set up a new homeland. 116



AIA Delos Picture
AIA picture of a site on the sacred island of Delos, near the center of the Cyclades 
Islands. The island became known as a sacred site around 1000 BC, and as its reputation 
grew, the oracle here became almost as famous as that at Delphi - at least for a while.117



Picture from our 
launch 
approaching the 
island.  In 480 
B.C. it became 
the center of the 
Delian League, 
which kept its 
treasury here.  
This was a 
confederacy of 
Greek city-states, 
formed by the 
Athenians, as a 
defense against 
the Persians.  
Later the 
Athenians moved 
the treasury to
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Approaching Delos Island
Athens and used the money to build the Parthenon and other wondrous  iconic buildings, 
especially on the Acropolis , under the direction of Pericles.



The Sacred Way

The Sacred Way of Delos, once lined with statues of kings.  The first thing a visitor 
to Delos notices is the extensiveness of the ruins all over the island.  Far more 
than one could explore in the four hours one is allowed to stay on the island. 119



Mount Kynthos
Mount Kynthos is the major terrain feature on the island.  Beneath it there are ruins 
everywhere.  Unfortunately, I do not remember the names of all the buildings 
addressed by our guides, so a lot of the following pictures here are not well described. 120



From the angle 
of the picture, I 
am guessing this 
to be the Agora 
II.  If anyone 
reads Greek, 
please let me 
know what the 
block sign says.  
In the Hellenistic 
period, Delos 
became a major 
marketplace in 
Greece.  When 
the Romans 
destroyed 
Corinth in 146 
BC, Delos was 
left as the main 
marketplace for
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General Delos Ruins (1)

traders and merchants though out  the Aegean. However, one could not be born or die or 
be sick on this island.  If you did, you were immediately banished to the island across the 
channel.



Temple of Apollo
We were told this is a statue of Apollo, to whom the island was dedicated.  
The Greeks believed Zeus had anchored Delos in place.  Thus, it was less 
prone to earthquakes than any other island in the Aegean. 122



Temple of Apollo, god of music, poetry, prophecy, and medicine – which probably 
explains why he was so popular.  As previously mentioned, the island was dedicated 
to him.  Also here was an associated large phallus representing Apollo in his role as 
Patroos – the father of all, the life-giving force and progenitor of the first male. 123

Temple of Apollo (2)



Other Side Temple of Apollo
Looking back to the other side Temple of Apollo.  Apollo was so popular that most 
of the city states of Greece and other countries too, such as Syria and Egypt, built 
temples and treasuries here.  The Samaritans (the northern Israelites) built a large 
synagogue here.  All peoples were welcome. 124



Roman Agora
The line of square like blocks in the middle background is the Roman 
agora.  The houses on the hill in the far background are the homes of 
the island's guards. 125



Inside of the Roman Agora
Looking into the Roman agora.  The Romans kept Delos as a free port, and the island 
became very wealthy.  Its economy finally collapsed in 88 BC, after it was captured 
and looted by King Mithridates VI of Pontus to finance his wars against Rome. 126



Jane Sayer’s picture of some unknown ruins which I could not positively 
identify from my sources.  As a member of our group, Jane was also kind 
enough to share some of her photos with me.  For the most part, I think you 
will agree, her photographs are much better than mine. 127

Jane’s Unknown Ruins



General Delos Ruins (2)
Additional unknown ruins stretching back almost as far as one can see. 
Almost the entire island, approximately 1.5 square miles, is covered with 
archaeological ruins. 128



Avenue of Lions
Our Greek guide Dana explaining the Avenue of the Lions to our group –
named, of course, for these lion statues.  They were used because lions 
existed in Europe, until hunted to extinction for use in the Roman circuses 
and games (such as eating Christians). 129



Close up of the Lions by Jane Sayer
This is a close up of the lion statues by Jane.  They were given to Delos by the island of 
Naxos, as protectors and guardians of the sacred lake across the avenue from their 
platforms, where the goddess Leto gave birth to Apollo and his twin sister Artemis. 130



Birthplace of Apollo and Artemis
This was the most sacred site on the island.  According to Greek 
mythology, the twin gods were born at or in a lake near a spot where 
the palm tree now grows.  The lake has since dried up. 131



Temple Sacred Pool
This was a sacred pool for cleansing and purification rites within one of the island's 
temples. 132



Antigonus' Portico
Part of the Antigonus' Portico, with island's museum in the background.  
Although we were scheduled to visit the museum, there was some mix up 
and the guards would not let us in to see it. 133



Sanctuary of 
Dionysus with 
Phallic Statue

Sanctuary of Dionysus, god of 
wine and intoxication, ecstasy, 
the theater, and the realm of 
the dead.  He was also 
associated with wild 
entertainment and here his 
temple is flanked by phallic 
symbol statues.  In the classical 
period many people worshiped 
phallic symbols as a sign of 
generative power and/or good 
luck.
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Other Side of Roman Agora
View of the Roman agora from the other side.  Some of the 
columns from the Palaestra can be seen in the background. 135



Delos Central Plaza
The central plaza of the island, notice how wide and flat it is.  
As the plaza is just above the port, from here we went uphill.
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Typical Roman House on Delos

This is a typical 
Roman house on 
Delos.  Most had an 
open courtyard with 
rooms off to the 
sides.  Many of the 
Roman houses also 
featured a front 
room which served 
as a shop for the 
local population.
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Narrow Street
Of course, narrow streets, such as this one, were the norm in ancient cities.
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House of 
Dionysus

This building is called the 
House of Dionysus.  Many 
rich merchants installed 
covered household water 
cisterns, with the top side 
of their lids decorated 
with wonderful mosaics.  
Geometric patterns were 
very popular here.

139



House of Cleopatra
Looking back towards the harbor and the columns of the house of 
Cleopatra (at least that is what one of the websites I visited said).
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House of 
the Trident

This partially restored 
house, with its mosaic 
floor in the front 
courtyard, is called the 
House of the Trident.  
Unfortunately, the 
guard would not let us 
go in to see it in more 
detail.
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Geometric 
Floor 
Mosaic

This geometric pattern 
floor is found in the house 
next door to the House of 
the Trident.
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Delos Amphitheater
Ruins of the Delos amphitheater.  Many of the stones have been 
removed so the seats can be cataloged and reconstructed.
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Part of the 
Cistern 
System

As Delos is basically a rocky 
island with very few natural 
water sources, a system of 
large underground cisterns 
to collect and store the fall, 
winter, and spring rainwater 
was set up all over the 
island.  This was used 
during the hot dry summer 
months.
This is one of the larger 
cistern systems on the 
island, with vaulted stone 
arches over it.
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John at Top of Amphitheater
This is John, our cruise director (and a truly great one at 
that) at the top of the amphitheater.
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Roman Villa
Roman villa next to the amphitheater.  The steps in the 
street lead to the higher occupied elevations on the island.
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Overview of the Extensive Ruins
Overview of the extensiveness of the ruins on the island.  The wall in the 
background was built by the Roman commander, Triarius, in 69 BC, after the 
island was sacked by pirates.
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Roman Guest 
House?
From my map, I am 
guessing that this is the 
Roman Guest House, with 
its mosaic floor 
entranceway.
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Cave Shrine of Apollo

At first, I thought 
the altar-like cave 
with two lintel 
stones forming a 
chapel was a 
Christian Nativity 
site.  However, it 
turns out to be the 
scared pagan Cave 
Shrine of Apollo.  It 
is probably the 
oldest place of 
worship on the 
island, a place for 
offerings and 
purification rites.  
It is most likely the 
site of the Delos 
Oracle being 
sought by the 
Trojans.
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Mosaic of Forts and Waves
This unusual mosaic seems to have a square pattern of fortifications 
around the outside, with a circle of stylized waves enclosing a now 
missing something inside of them.
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Dionysus Riding a Panther
This mosaic found in the House of the Masks shows and is indeed called, 
"Dionysus Riding a Panther".
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Actors with Musical Instruments
This mosaic seems to show either actors or gods playing musical 
instruments, and it is also found in the House of the Masks.
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House of the Masks
This is the partially restored House of the Masks.  It is near the top of the 
occupied part of the island, and it was probably used as a hostel for actors.
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Temple of Isis
As mentioned earlier. in addition to the Greeks and Romans, groups 
from other countries, like Syria and Egypt, also built sanctuaries on the 
island.  This is the Temple of Isis in the Precinct of the Egyptian Gods.
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After leaving Delos, we sailed a short 5 Km to the charming and delightful 
vacation island of Mykonos.  This is the sailor’s chapel of St. Nicholas at the 
edge of the harbor.  Mykonos was a sleepy little fishing village, until Jacky 
(Kennedy) Onassis started vacationing here.  Now it is most popular tourist 
island in the world. 155

Sailors Chapel at Mykonos



Panorama of Mykonos Harbor (1)
My attempt to get a panorama of the Mykonos harbor.  The island is named 
for Apollo's grandson, who was a local hero and worshipped here.
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Jane's 
picture of 
Mykonos 
Harbor
Jane's picture of the 
colorful small boats in the 
harbor.  Mykonos was 
settled by Ionians in the 
early 11th century BC; 
however, remnants from 
the Neolithic Kares tribe 
dating to 3000 B.C. have 
been found here.

157



Flowers on House
I just enjoyed walking around this very pleasant tourist oriented 
town, which as you can see is kept very clean and whitewashed.
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Typical Street
This street is fairly straight, but most are windy, split, merge, and 
meander up and down hill - all originally designed to confuse pirates
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Harbor Windmills
Traditional style windmills being used to generate electricity, 
as seen from a small waterfront cafe.

160



Mykonos Chapel
Found this little chapel while just wandering around town.  
In all there are more than 300 small chapels on the island.

161



Harbor Entrance Panorama
This panorama shows how the harbor entrance is offset between 
the two seawalls to protect the small inner harbor.

162



163

Day 6 - Heraklion and Knossos, Crete, Greece
The Delos oracle told the Trojans to go to the land of their ancestors.  Although, they 
did not know where this was, they interpreted the oracle’s response to mean Crete.  

So, with happy hearts and great joy they rowed with enthusiasm to reach these shores. 
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Corinthian II by Jane

The next morning, 
we landed at 
Heraklion on 
Crete and were 
bussed to the site 
of the Minoan 
Palace at Knossos.  
In Greek myth, 
Zeus in the form 
of a bull, 
kidnapped the 
beautiful 
Phoenician 
princess, Europa, 
carried her to 
Crete, and sired a 
line of
kings, including the legendary Minos.  Thus, Europa gave her name to Europe, and started 
its first great civilization.
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Bust of Sir 
Arthur Evans 
English archaeologist, Sir 
Arthur Evans, who 
discovered this previously 
unknown civilization and 
worked here for 50 years.  
He named it Minoan, after 
the mythical King Minos.  Its 
large underground rooms 
reminded Evans of the 
labyrinth wherein the half 
man half bull monster 
called, The Minotaur, was 
held - to whom King Minos 
fed seven each Athenian 
boys and girls each year.  
This monster was finally 
killed by the Athenian hero 
Theseus. 
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West Facade of Knossos• Here we are at 
the West 
Facade 
awaiting 
entrance into 
the palace 
complex at 
Knossos. 
According to 
myth, the 
complex was 
designed by 
Daedalus, who 
was then 
imprisoned by 
Minos.  But he 
built wax 
wings, with 
which, he and 
his son Icarus 
escaped.  
Ignoring his 
father’s
warning, the son got too close to the sun, the wax melted, and he fell into the 
Aegean Sea.  As we will see later, the father escaped to Sicily. 
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West Propylaeum 

Part of the West 
Propylaeum 
(Entranceway).  In 
truth the 
Minoans were a 
non-Greek, non-
Indo-European 
group that 
crossed into Crete 
from Asia Minor.  
Their writings in 
Linear A script 
have never been 
deciphered.  Even 
so, Knossos grew 
to be a huge 
palace with
several floors covering almost 20,000 square meters (approximately a square of about 
140 meters on each side).
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West Facade Sign

Among the 
items 
mentioned on 
this sign is that 
the West 
facade is made 
up of massive 
gypsum blocks.  
Near by are 
several 15-
foot-deep 
exploratory 
pits with walls 
dating to 
about 8000 BC 
at the bottom, 
with remains 
from
the Neolithic (6,700 -3200 B.C.) and Pre-palatial (3200 - 1900 B.C.) periods having 
been found under the west court.  Thus, Knossos is a tell – layers of one city on top 
of earlier ones – just like Troy.
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Because of Sir Arthur Evans reinforced concrete restorations and restored 
frescos, Knossos is one of the most interesting and popular 
archaeological sites anywhere in the world.  This is the South 
Propylaeum. 

South Propylaeum 
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West Magazines
Partially restored West Magazines.    As you can see, without Evan’s 
restorations, this palace at Knossos would be far less interesting. 
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South House
This small separate building is known as the South House.  For the mid-
second millennium BC, the city surrounding the palace was also very large.  
Around 1400 BC it covered about one square kilometer with a population of 
almost 80,000 people. 
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Another Partially Restored Building 
Another partially restored building.  Some archaeologist think Evan’s 
restorations are too fanciful, but I really like them. 
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Inside of South Propylaeum 
The South Propylaeum, from inside the palace, showing a copy of its famous 
"Cup Bearing" fresco.  The original (like most others) has been removed to the 
Herakleion Museum for safe keeping. 
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South Side Building 
Partially restored building with fresco on the South side of the central 
court. 
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Pithoi in the Open 
A large number of these types of very big storage jars, called "pithoi", have 
been found all over the site. 
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Greek Temple within the Palace 
Complex 

This is the site of a later Greek temple built within, the by then ruins of, the 
palace complex. 
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Staircase Near Greek Temple 
Staircase and rooms to the north of the Greek temple. 



West Magazines
Part of the west magazines or large storage rooms for grain, wine, 
oil, and other essentials.
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General View to the North
Looking north from atop the Inner Sanctuary roof.
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Copy of Bull Leaping Fresco
The Minoans are renowned for their realistic frescoes of everyday life.  This is a 
copy of the famous Bull-Leaping fresco.  It is probably the most famous fresco in 
the world, and it is the one most people associate with the Minoans.  
Unfortunately, my flash spot has emasculated the bull.
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Copy of Blue Women Fresco
This is a copy of the famous "Blue Women Fresco".  As we have already seen, 
there is a trend in archaeology to move fragile items to the protection of 
museums and put copies in the place of their discovery. 182



Throne Room Building
Restored west facade of the central court.  The doorways lead to the 
throne rooms.
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West Bastion (1)
View of the restored West Bastion from the northeast corner of the 
central court.
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Anteroom of the Throne Room
This is a replica of the wooden throne with flanking stone benches in the 
anteroom of the main Throne Room. 185



Minoan Gypsum Throne Room
This is the famous gypsum throne found in place by Sir Arthur Evens.  
It is probably the oldest known throne in Europe.  Notice the beautiful, 
realist, and naturalistic frescoes on the walls of the room. 186



Typical Light Well
Typical light well inside the palace.  The Minoans were technologically ahead 
of their time with their innovative use of light wells and running water and 
sewage removal systems within the palace. 187



On Going Archaeological Work
Since archaeological work continues the palace, several work sites are 
covered.  This appears to be a light well beside a staircase.  Could this be part 
of the grand staircase on the east side? 188



Royal Bedrooms
Walls of the royal bedrooms on the south-east side of 
the central court.
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More on-going archaeological work under a covered roof. As you can 
see, without on-going restorations, like this one on the east side below 
the level of the central court, this World Heritage Site eventually would 
simply crumble into dust. 190

More on-going Archaeological Work



Hall of the Double Axes (?)
Even with my guidebooks, I have not been able to identify this picture.  My guess it is 
either the Queen's Hall or the Hall of the Double Axes (King's Hall). 191



Magazine of the Giant Pithoi
This room on the lower level of the northeast side of the palace is called 
the Magazine of the Giant Pithoi.
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Looking down the stairway in front of the giant pithoi towards the lower 
levels on the east side of the palace, one gets this view of the Court of the 
Stone Spout.  I was interested in what appears to be a drainage channel on 
the right side of the picture.
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Court of the Stone Spout



People Everywhere
I mainly took this picture to show how truly popular Sir Arthur Evens' 
restorations are with tourists - even if they are derided by some "purists" 
archaeologists. 194



Restored 
West 
Bastion and 
North Pillar 
Hall

Restored West Bastion 
of the north entrance.  
The copied fresco is 
named, "Bull in an Olive 
Grove".  The group of 
people in the 
foreground is
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standing in the North Pillar Hall.  Evens called it the "Customs House", because he 
believed in coming goods were inspected here.



North Lustral Basin and 
Initiatory Area

This restored building is called the North Lustral Basin and Initiatory Area.  I 
assume some sort of religious ceremonies went on here. 196



Theatrical Area
Theatrical area with its raised Processional Way and northern bank of 
steps.
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Herakleion Museum Gardens (1)
As I was having camera problems, and flash was prohibited in the Herakleion Museum, 
where many of the original frescos and other artwork from Knossos are housed, I only 
took pictures of the gardens. 198



Herakleion Museum Gardens (2)
As you can see, the gardens are well done and beautiful in themselves. 199



Heraklion and Seawall from Sea
Town of Heraklion and seawall from the sea as we leave Crete.  The Trojans had just 
started settling into their new town, when plague and famine struck.  Aeneas was 
going to return to Delos, when a messenger from Apollo appeared to him in a 
dream and told him to go to Italy. 200


