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President’s Corner 

On August 25, Joe Biden came to a rally at 
Richard Montgomery high school in Rockville. A 
packed gym full of Maryland voters was honored 
by his presence, especially as it was his first rally 
of the 2022 campaign.  Appearing with him were: 
Wes Moore for Governor; Brooke Lierman for 
Comptroller; Chris Van Hollen for re-election as 
Senator, and Jamie Raskin and Steny Hoyer for 
re-election as members of Congress. 

President Biden may have opted to begin his 
campaign in Maryland as a must-win but 
relatively "safe" state for Democrats. Since then 
he has campaigned in other must-win states 
such as Pennsylvania and Wisconsin. 
Everywhere his policy agenda is inclusive and 
uplifting, focusing on issues of the future such as 
education and climate change. 

Hearing these Democratic candidates speak 
reassured me that our party is united. We don't 
have the dubious drama of a leader choosing 
candidates who mimic his sound-bites and 
prioritize his interests. When President Biden 
placed his hand on the shoulder of (most likely) 
our next Governor, he was affirming the choice 
of the people, not claiming an acolyte.   

There are many weeks to go in the 2022 
campaign, but we can already appreciate that 
Democratic candidates are the people's choice, 
and are not enmeshed in sordid battles with the 
FBI, the Department of Justice, and state-level 
law enforcement agencies. 

But even in Maryland, the Democrats need our 
help. Wes Moore, for example, must defeat Dan 

Cox, a dangerous man who expresses sympathy 
for QAnon, the Confederacy, the January 6 
rioters, and Trump's contention that the 2020 
election was somehow stolen from him. 

So be sure to vote on or before November 8, and 
make sure your friends and relatives do so as 
well. In the meantime, perhaps there are other 
ways to contribute, from canvassing to phone-
banking to postcard-writing, that will help 
produce a Democratic victory in November. 

— Tom Neu 
 

Senator Chris Van Hollen to Speak at  
September 21 meeting  

It is an honor for the Democratic Club to host 
Senator Chris Van Hollen at our meeting on 
Wednesday, September 21 at 7:00 p.m. in the 
Encore Theater. (Priority admission will be given 
to paid-up members of the Club. Contact Carol 
Elliott at for tickets.) 2325-(301) 273  

The Senator was born in Pakistan, the eldest of 
three children. His father was a Foreign Service 
Officer as well as Deputy Assistant Secretary of 
State for Near Eastern Affairs (1969-1972), and 
his mother worked in the CIA and the State 
Department. 

Senator Van Hollen earned a B.A. in philosophy 
from Swarthmore College; a Master of Public 
Policy, concentrating in national security studies, 
from the John F. Kennedy School of Government 
at Harvard; and a J.D. from the Georgetown 
University Law Center. 

In his political career, he worked as a legislative 
assistant to U.S. Senator Charles Mathias (R-
MD) for defense and foreign policy, as well as 



 
RWDC Newsletter 2 September,  2022 

advisor for federal affairs to Maryland Governor 
William Donald Schaefer. 

In the Maryland General Assembly, Van Hollen 
served in the House of Delegates from 1991 to 
1995 and the State Senate from 1995 to 2003. 
When in the Senate, he was on the Budget and 
Tax committee and the Health and Human 
Services subcommittee. His led many successful 
efforts related to the environment, gun control, 
and funding, especially for education and 
healthcare. 

In 2002, he was elected to the U.S. Congress, 
defeating two other candidates in the primary 
and a long-term popular Republican in the 
general election.  He served six terms as the 
Congressman for the district, providing 
leadership on a variety of issues including 
education (lead sponsor for the Keep Our 
Promise to Children and Teachers (PAT)) as well 
as leading the effort to fully fund No Child Left 
Behind and the Individuals with Disabilities 
Education Act.  He was an outstanding supporter 
of federal employees, many of whom lived in his 
district. 

In 2016, the Senator ran for the U.S. Senate 
position when Senator Barbara Mikulski retired. 
In the Senate, he is currently on the Senate 
Committee on Appropriations and four 
subcommittees; the Committee on Banking, 
Housing and Urban Affairs and three 
subcommittees; the Committee on Foreign 
Relations, and the Committee on the Budget. He 
is also Chair of the Democratic Senatorial 
Campaign Committee.   

Please join us Wednesday, September 21, for 
what promises to be and informative and 
enjoyable  event! 

Let’s  Get  Ready  For  November  8 

We Democrats have a strong team to support as 
we move toward the General Election on 
November 8. Here at Riderwood, we will be able 
to get to know almost all the candidates for state-
wide and national offices. We hope to provide 
some basic information to help residents know 
the Democratic candidates who won their 
primary elections. 

Across the State, there is an effort to have a 
Maryland Coordinated Campaign and team to 
help elect all the Democratic candidates. As the 
Board learns of opportunities for our 
membership to attend in-person events, link to 
Zoom events, and learn of ways to volunteer, we 

will try to provide this information to as many 
people as possible. 

These are the candidates who won the 
primary election for state-wide offices: 

Wes Moore and Aruna Miller, the candidates for 
Governor and Lieutenant Governor, will lead 
our State-wide team. 

Wes Moore was born in Maryland.  

After his father died 
when he was three, his 
mom moved the family 
to the Bronx where they 
had family. They moved 
back to  Maryland when 
Wes was 14.   

During his teenage 
years, his mother sent 

him to military school to keep him out of trouble. 
He went on to graduate from Valley Forge 
Military College with an Associate’s Degree in 
1998; then Phi Beta Kappa from Johns Hopkins 
University in 2001. He later went on to serve as 
a captain and paratrooper with the Army’s 82nd 
Airborne, leading soldiers in combat in 
Afghanistan. He has written a number of books 
including “The Other Wes Moore” which became 
a New Your Times bestseller, and “Five Days” 
which presents the story of Baltimore following 
the death of Freddie Gray in 2015. 

His commitment to take on our toughest 
challenges led him to the Robin Hood 
Foundation, serving four years as CEO. During 
his tenure, the foundation distributed over $600 
million toward lifting families out of poverty, 
including many in Maryland. 

Aruna Miller was born in India and her family 
came to the US when she was 7 years old.  

Her family settled in 
New York, and she 
attended public 
schools in NY and 
Missouri. She earned 
a Bachelor of Science 
degree in civil 
engineering from the 
Missouri University of 
Science and Technology.  

She has worked as a transportation engineer in 
California, Virginia, and Maryland. She was 
elected to the Montgomery County Central 
Committee in 2006 and served in this position 
until 2010. She was then elected to the Maryland 
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House of Delegates, representing the 15th 
District. She was an at-large delegate to the 
Democratic National Convention pledged to 
President Barack Obama. While in the House of 
Delegates, Miller served on the Ways and Means 
Committee, and later, the Appropriations 
Committee. In addition, she was active in 
numerous committees, organizations and in 
leadership positions in the House of Delegates. 

For more information about the Moore-Miller 
ticket, see the website: www.wesmoore.com   

For other State-wide positions, residents here at 
Riderwood had the opportunity to hear from each 
of the candidates who subsequently won their 
primary campaigns. Those who missed these 
candidate forums, or who might want more 
information on their campaigns, can refer to their 
respective websites. 

For Comptroller: Brooke Lierman graduated 
from Walt Whitman high school in Bethesda. She 
is an attorney in Baltimore handling a variety of 
civil rights and disability cases. She served as a 
Delegate in District 46, serving on a number of 
committees and subcommittees during her 
tenure in the House of Delegates. For more 
information: www.brookelierman.com  

For Attorney General: Anthony Brown served in 
the House of Delegates for two terms 
representing  Prince George’s County. He is a 
retired Colonel in the US Army Reserve and was 
deployed to Iraq. Brown was Lieutenant 
Governor in the O’Malley administration, and 
from 2007 until this year he represented the 4th 
Congressional District in the U.S. Congress, 
when he resigned to run for Attorney General. 
For more information:  www.anthonybrown.com   

For U.S. Senator: Chris Van Hollen will be with 
us on September 21. He is an attorney and has 
been the junior Senator from Maryland since 
2017. Prior to that he was the representative for 
District 8 (2003-2017). See www.vanhollen.org  
and separate article in this issue. 

Check your voter registration card to see the 
Congressional district in which you live and  vote. 

For Congressional District 4: Glenn Ivey has a 
record of public service, having spent two terms 
as State’s Attorney for Prince Goerge’s County. 
He was also a staff member for a number of 
Congressional and Senate committees, as well 
as council staff for Senator Paul Sarbanes and 
on staff of Rep. John Conyers. For more 
information:  www.iveyforcongress.com   

For Congressional District 8: Jamie Raskin 
was in the Maryland Senate from 2006 to 2016 
when he ran for Congress representing 
Montgomery County. In Congress he is chair of 
the Subcommittee on Civil Rights and Civil 
Liberty. He was the lead manager for the second 
impeachment of President Trump.  For more 
information: www.jamieraskin.com    

Remember to Look for the County and State 
Candidates in Next Month’s Newsletter! 

 

General Election: November 8 

The Primary Election is over and the voters have 
spoken.  Now, on to the Maryland General 
Election—and what an important election it is!  
We need all residents to vote this year, 
especially because there will be so many 
changes in the state-wide leadership:  Governor 
and Lieutenant Governor; Comptroller, Attorney 
General and in both Congressional District 8 and 
4: new members of Congress. 

Here is the schedule regarding voting in 2022: 

• Last date to register to vote: October 18  

• Early voting: October 27 to  November 3 

• General Election: Tuesday, November 8.  
 

Reflections on the Environment 

• Fact: I was startled to learn that 
environmental nonprofit groups receive only 
2% of charitable money donations. We need 
to change that. In memory of our beloved 
environmentalist, Jim Henkelman-Bahn, 
please consider giving a donation, in addition 
to your usual charitable nature type gifts. Jim 
was the resident who arranged our trip to the 
Chesapeake Bay Foundation, while he was 
in hospice. He died the day after the trip that 
he signed up for, but which he was unable to 
attend. 

• Historically, in 1856, a women’s rights 
activist, Eunice Foote, became the first 
person to demonstrate the greenhouse effect 
in action. Her revelation went more or less 
unnoticed for 150 years until her paper was 
discovered in 2010 by a retired geologist. 

• It was the Swedish chemist, Svante 
Arrhenius, who, in 1896, warned that burning 
fossil fuels would lead to a warmer planet. In 
1912, Popular Mechanics ran an article on 
the subject saying that “the effect may be 
considerable in a few centuries”! 

• Roger Revelle, in 1957, wrote about climate 
change in reference to the ocean. E. O. 
Wilson further refined and elaborated the fact 

http://www.wesmoore.com/
http://www.brookelierman.com/
http://www.anthonybrown.com/
http://www.vanhollen.org/
http://www.iveyforcongress.com/
http://www.jamieraskin.com/
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in the 1960’s. Then NASA’s James Hansen, 
on a blisteringly hot June day in DC in 1988, 
told a Senate Committee “the greenhouse 
effect has been detected and is changing our 
climate now.” That was followed by the 
Toronto Conference, where scientists and 
politicians from around the world expressed 
alarm and action. 

• Former Vice President Al Gore’s prize-
winning documentary, “An Inconvenient 
Truth” came out in 2006. Some made fun of 
a NYC flood scene as alarmist until it actually 
happened with hurricane Sandy in 2012. In 
2017, biologist Paul Ehrlich, said “we’re 
alarmed and we’re frightened.” 

When will we pay attention to these warnings? 

(You may want to see the Sustainability film 
series at Encore beginning on 10-7-22, 7:30pm) 

— Anne Riley 

Chair, Environmental Committee 
 

Postcards to Swing States 

As of the end of this month, our cadre of 
volunteers will have written a total of 4,200 post 

cards to four swing states: Nevada, North 
Carolina, Wisconsin and Georgia. Our most 
recent efforts of 2,000 will be mailed  in October 
as past of a nation-wide get out the vote 
campaign.  Postcards from our first round were 
sent to Georgia and Arizona. We are claiming 
some pride for our efforts in Georgia during the 
primary and are hoping that we will be helping 
the cause for November. 

We do want to thank the many, many residents 
who contributed to this project over the past five 
to six months. We couldn’t have done this 
without their participation! Since this issue of the 
newsletter is primarily focused on the upcoming 
general election and the Maryland campaigns, 
we don’t have space to list all the residents who 
contributed to this writing effort; however, we 
hope to list everyone who helped the Club with 
this project in a coming month. 

But, please know that each and every one of you 
are thanked for your help and participation! 

— Bea Rodgers 

 

Dates to Note  

Date Event Location Time 

Wednesday, 
September 21 

Democratic Club monthly meeting featuring  
Senator Chris Van Hollen 

For tickets, contact Carol Elliott at or  2325-(301) 273
carolelliott@usa.net 

Encore Theater 7:00 PM 

Friday,  
September 16 

Environmental Book Club discusses “The Sixth 
Extinction: An Unnatural History” by Elizabeth Colbert 

Lakeside Commons 
Card Room 

1:00 PM 

Friday, 
October 7 

Democratic Book Club discusses "Democracy in Chains: 
The Deep History of the Radical Right's Stealth Plan for 

America" by Nancy MacLean. For details, contact Angela 
Miotto at (301) 755-5938 or abmiotto604@gmail.com  

or Jennifer Fajman at (301) 960-9739 
jennifer@fajman.org  

Note one-time  
change of venue! 

 
Lakeside Commons 

Card Room 

1:00 PM 

Tuesday, 
October 18 

Last day to register to vote in the 2022 General Election   

Thursday, 
October 27 -
Thursday, 

November 3 

Early voting   

Tuesday, 
November 8 

2022 General Election   

Remember to check the Riderwood Democratic Club website on RiderwoodLife.com! 
Here is the link: http://www.riderwoodlife.com/clubs-and-organizations/democratic-club  

mailto:abmiotto604@gmail.com
mailto:jennifer@fajman.org
http://www.riderwoodlife.com/clubs-and-organizations/democratic-club

