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President’s Corner 

The primary election results for Maryland have 
been tallied, and they are promising. 

At the top of the ballot, for Governor, is Wes 
Moore, a charismatic political newcomer who 
would be Maryland's first African-American chief 
executive.  A former Rhodes scholar, combat 
veteran and investment banker, he brings a 
message of equity and opportunity.  By contrast, 
Republicans picked an inexperienced politician 
backed by Donald Trump but denounced by 
Larry Hogan: Dan Cox, who still claims that the 
2020 election was stolen and that Mike Pence is 
a "traitor" for not blocking the certification of Joe 
Biden's victory on January 6, 2021. Democrats, 
Independents and moderate Republicans should 
overwhelmingly vote to bar him from higher 
office. 

In the race for Attorney General, Democrats 
picked Anthony Brown, who would be the first 
African-American A.G. in Maryland's history.  He 
earned a law degree from Harvard, then served 
for 30 years as a military lawyer, eight years in 
the Maryland House of Delegates, eight years as 
Lieutenant Governor (under Martin O'Malley), 
and six years in the U.S. House of 
Representatives.  His Republican opponent, 
Michael Peroutka, holds views that are far from 
the mainstream; for instance, he is known as a 
"neo-Confederate" and a proponent of 
creationism. 

For Comptroller, Democratic primary voters 
picked Brooke Lierman, a mom, a civil rights 
and disability attorney, and a distinguished 

member of the Maryland House of Delegates.  If 
elected, she would be Maryland's first female 
chief financial officer.  In the primary race she 
was supported by such Democratic Party 
luminaries as Barbara Mikulski, Steny Hoyer and 
Jamie Raskin.  You may recall that she and her 
primary election rival, Tim Adams, took part in a 
Candidate Forum at Riderwood, as did top 
candidates for Governor and Attorney General. 

The team of Moore (plus Aruna Miller as Deputy 
Lieutenant Governor), Brown and Lierman has 
much to offer, and their election would represent 
the first time in 16 years that these positions are 
all held by Democrats.  They would thus serve 
as Maryland's first line of defense against a 
radicalized Supreme Court and – possibly – a 
U.S. Congress captured by a Trump-influenced 
Republican Party that threatens our rights for 
reproductive choice, birth control, marriage 
equality, gun safety and much else. 

For the Senate, we highly recommend the re-
election of Chris Van Hollen, a public servant of 
whom Maryland can be truly proud.  The same is 
true regarding many Democratic candidates for 
the House of Representatives and other 
positions that relate specifically to Montgomery 
or Prince George's County.  (Yes, Riderwood is 
still split between two districts. It's complicated, 
so I'll save these recommendations for another 
column.) 

— Tom Neu 

Democratic Club meetings this Fall 

Your Democratic Club executives are taking a 
breather during the month of August. We will 
announce the times and dates for our September 
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and October meetings when details of the 
arrangements are complete.  

 

News About the Environment 

Great news: The new Prince George’s County 
Council is poised to result in a new liberal 
majority, finally! The present Council also 
passed the Climate Action Plan after pressure to 
really commit to it. 

Some more good news: “In April, nearly 30 % of 
US electricity generation came from renewable 
sources.  For the first time, wind and solar alone 
surpassed nuclear.” (Sierra Club) 

Even better news may be the potential passage 
of the Inflation Reduction Act, which could help 
to save the environment from climate disaster 
with clean energy, among many other items.  
Eco-grief or “apocalyptical ecological anxiety” 
have been my recent self-diagnoses so I hope to 
be able to recover in the near future. 

Regarding pollution, “More than 10,000 people 
die each day, globally, from the small-particulate 
pollution produced by burning carbon” and 
almost no one has noticed!  EPA acknowledged: 
“globally, pollution kills as many as 9 million each 
year.”  For me, having smoked and now 
diagnosed with COPD, it is impossible to tell the 

degree pollution had to do with it.  But if I were 
Black, poor and lived near the incinerator in 
Baltimore I could be confident that a significant 
portion of my respiratory disease was from 
pollution.  Black children in the US have the 
highest incidence of asthma.    

Shockingly, only 1% of Americans put the 
environment as their number one priority and 3% 
of young people do! 

The 2022 Maryland legislative session passed 
the most momentous and significant “Climate 
Solutions Now” legislation IN THE NATION!  
Both of our Democratic Senators from Districts 
21 and 14 got scores of 100% on the Maryland 
League of Conservation Voters Report Card, as 
did all six Delegates.  Del. Brooke Lierman and 
Sen. Craig Zucker were among top legislators 
recognized as 2022 “Green Champions.”  The 
Republicans earned very poor scores on eight of 
the ten bills involved.  Most of them only voted 
for the Stop PFAS and Conservation Finance 
bills. Never forget, Dinosaurs didn’t believe in 
climate change either! 

The Maryland LCV noted how important voting 
for Governor, Comptroller and Attorney General 
in November will be as climate champions. 

 — Anne Riley 

 
 

Dates to Note  

Date Event Location Time 

Friday, 
September 2 

Democratic Book Club discusses "Bright-sided: How the 
Relentless Promotion of Positive Thinking Has 
Undermined America" by Barbara Ehrenreich 

For details, contact Angela Miotto at (301) 755-5938 
abmiotto604@gmail.com  

or Jennifer Fajman at (301) 960-9739 
jennifer@fajman.org  

Village Square Card 
Room 

1:00 PM 

Friday,  
September 16 

Environmental Book Club discusses 
"The Sixth Extinction: An Unnatural History” 

by Elizabeth Kolbert 

Lakeside Commons 
Card Room 

1:00 PM 

Remember to check the Riderwood Democratic Club website on RiderwoodLife.com! 
Here is the link: http://www.riderwoodlife.com/clubs-and-organizations/democratic-club  
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