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OPERA AT RIDERWOOD          
NOTES & NEWS

I doubt there is a single Riderwood resident (or 
anyone else of our generation) who is unfamiliar 
with this iconic musical. It premiered on Broadway 
in 1943 as the initial collaboration of what became 
the legendary team of Richard Rodgers and Oscar 
Hammerstein II. Thereafter, for more than a 
decade, their blockbuster hits dominated and are 
generally credited with creating the genre.
Today’s DVD is the renewed 1955 Academy Award-
winning musical film, the first feature shot with the 
Todd-AO 70 mm widescreen process. The film’s cast 
includes some of Hollywood’s elite performers, Gordon 
MacRae and Shirley Jones (in her film debut).  The 
film’s soundtrack was #1 on the 1956 album charts. The 
film was selected for preservation in the U.S. National 
Film Registry by the Library of Congress as being 
"culturally, historically, or aesthetically significant”. 
Set in the Oklahoma Indian Territory at the turn of the 
twentieth century, it tells the story of farm girl Laurey 
Williams (Jones) and her courtship by two rival suitors: 
cowboy Curly McLain (our hero, MacRae) and 
farmhand Jud Fry (Steiger, the requisite villain).  A 
secondary romance concerns Laurey's friend, Ado 
Annie (Grahame) and cowboy Will Parker (Nelson), 
who also has a rival. Underlying the plot is the 
territory's aspiration for Statehood, and the typical 
conflict of many westerns between cattlemen and 
farmers over land and water.   
Rodgers and Hammerstein had each wanted to make a 
musical based on Lynn Riggs' stage play Green Grow 
the Lilacs. Jerome Kern declined Hammerstein's offer to 
work on such a project and Hart refused Rodgers' offer, 
so Rodgers and Hammerstein began their first 
collaboration. The result, Oklahoma!, marked a 
revolution in musical drama. It is not the first musical to 
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LA BOHÈME  IN ANNAPOLIS 
Leah is arranging a trip to Annapolis 
Opera’s La bohème (fully staged with 
surtitles, guaranteed good seats) on 
Sunday, August 28, tickets $64. 
It will not be a Riderwood Local trip, 
so we need some drivers. If you’d like 
to go, please contact Leah: 
lsolat@comcast.net, 443-994-3327 

————————————————-——— 
From August 15 

OUR OWN OPERA QUIZ 
Q: In today;’s opera, The Daughter of 
the Regiment, Donizetti wrote a very 
challenging aaria for the tenor. In this 
selection titled, “Mes Amis,” the tenor 
must sing a number of high Cs. How 
many high C’s are in this aria. 
A: 9 high C’s said winner Bill Bishop. 

————————————————-——— 

NEXT WEEK IN ENCORE 
On August 5 we present the last of 
Verdi’s  28 operas, Falstaff. Premiered 
in 1893, it was the third of Verdi’s three 
operas based on a Shakespearean 
character, following Macbeth and 
Otello. Verdi’s second comedy follows 
the fat knight, Sir John Falstaff’s efforts 
to seduce two married women. The 
opera was championed by Arturo 
Toscanini after it had a lukewarm-ish 
welcome.    — Gene                          

————————————————-——— 
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OKLAHOMA 
Rodgers & Hammerstein

English Subtitles • 145 Minutes  :02:25.
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NEW OPERA PROGRAM 
By Clinton Marshall 

Opera at Riderwood is adding a new 
weekly program next week. 
One of the many pleasures from 
attending an opera is sharing the 
thoughts and emotions awakened by 
the performance.  As we leave an 
opera with those strong feelings, we 
wonder how our neighbors  
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 tell a story of emotional depth and 
psychological complexity, but Oklahoma! 
introduced a number of new storytelling 
elements and techniques such as it’s use of 
song and dance to convey and advance both 
plot and character rather than act as a 
diversion from the story and the firm 
integration of every song into the plot. 

PLOT 
Act One 
In the Oklahoma territory in 1906, cowboy 
Curly McLain is riding his horse through a 
cornfield singing the show’s first great hit 
song “Oh what a Beautiful Morning”. He’s on 
his way  to the home of Laurey Williams, the 
farm of her Aunt Eller.  In true musical 
tradition, Laurey is in love with Curly and he 
with her, but he is guided by a cowboy’s 
machismo and not ready to admit it. He and 
Laurey tease each other, while Aunt Eller 
looks on. 
Curly has come to ask Laurey to a long-
scheduled, lunch-box social that night which 
includes an auction of lunch baskets prepared 
by the local women to raise funds for a 
schoolhouse. The man who wins each basket 
will eat the meal together with the lady who 
prepared it. When Curly asks Laurey to go 
with him, she refuses, feeling offended that he 
has waited until the last minute. To make him 
jealous, she agrees to go with Jud Fry, the 
farm’s mean and surly hired hand, who is 
obsessed with her, although she dislikes and is 
afraid of him.  
Curly attempts to persuade her by telling her 
that he will take her in the finest carriage 
money can buy ("The Surrey with the Fringe 
on Top"), but she teases him about it until he 
says he made it up to get back at her. She 
departs, not realizing that he really has rented 
such a rig. 
Aunt Eller meets roving cowboy Will Parker 
at the train station.  He has just returned from 
the Territory’s mecca, modern Kansas City 

(“Everything’s up-to-date in Kansas City").  
Parker is hoping to marry Ado Annie. Her 
father, Andrew Carnes, had agreed to let 
them marry if Parker could get together a 
bankroll of $50, the goal of his trip to Kansas 
City.  Although he’d succeeded by winning 
the lottery at a fair, he’d blown it all on gifts 
for Annie.  Will also purchased a "Little 
Wonder" (a metal tube used for looking at 
pictures, but with a hidden blade inside) for 
Ado Annie's father, unaware of its deadly 
secret. Later,  
Laurey encounters Ado Annie, who is with a 
traveling salesman, Ali Hakim (Albert) a peddler 
of dubious character. Ado Annie confesses to 
Laurey that while Will has been away, she has 
been spending a lot of time with Ali.  
Laurey tells Annie she'll have to choose 
between them, but Ado Annie insists she loves 
them both ("I Cain't Say No"). Laurey and her 
friends prepare for the social, while another 
young woman, Gertie Cummings, flirts with 
Curly.  Though he is not interested, he uses 
the flirtation to make Laurey jealous. Laurey 
tells her friends that she doesn't really care 
about Curly ("Many a New Day") trying to 
convince them and herself. 
Carnes finds his daughter Annie with Ali 
Hakim.  Annie's father persuades her to dump 
the broke Will in favor  of the fast-talking Ali 
Hakim, who claims to be well-off and forces 
Hakim at gunpoint to agree to marry her.  
Hakim and the other men lament the 
unfairness of the situation ("It's a Scandal! It's 
a Outrage!").  
Curly tries to persuade Laurey to go to the 
party with him and though she clearly wants 
to, but she is too scared of Jud's reaction if she 
were now to say no. Laurey tries to convince 
Curly (and herself) that she does not love him 
("People Will Say We're in Love").  
Hurt by her refusal, Curly goes to the 
smokehouse where Jud lives to confront him. 
Curly says that since Jud does not feel 
appreciated, he could hang himself, and 
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everyone would realize how much they care 
about him ("Pore Jud Is Daid"). Their talk 
turns into an ominous confrontation about 
Laurey.  After Curly leaves, Jud's resolve to 
win Laurey becomes even stronger, and he 
vows to make her his bride ("Lonely Room"). 
As the party draws near, Laurey is miserable. 
Confused by her feelings for Curly and her 
fear of Jud, Laurey purchases a "magic 
potion" (referred to as smelling salts, but 
actually laudanum) from Ali Hakim, which 
the unscrupulous peddler guarantees will 
reveal her true love. She muses on leaving her 
dreams of love behind and joining the man 
she loves ("Out of My Dreams"), then falls 
asleep under the influence of the opiate 
("Dream Sequence").  
In an extended dream ballet sequence, Laurey 
first dreams of what marriage to Curly would 
be like. But her dream takes a nightmarish 
turn when Jud appears and kills Curly. The 
dream makes her realize that Curly is the right 
man for her, but it is too late to change her 
mind about going to the dance with Jud; he 
has come for her, and they leave for the box 
social.  While riding to the party, Jud tries to 
kiss Laurey who resists. Their scuffle upsets 
the horses, who bolt. When they eventually 
stop and Jud leaps down, Laurey whips up the 
horses and leaves Jud stranded.   
Act Two 
At the social, during an upbeat square dance 
("The Farmer and the Cowman"), the rivalry 
over fences and water rights between the local 
farmers and cowboys has led to fighting.  
Feisty Aunt Eller ends the melee by firing a 
gun. 
Laurey is upset to see Curly at the dance with 
Gertie. To get rid of Ado Annie, Ali Hakim 
buys Will's souvenirs from Kansas City for 
$50. Jud also contributes to this by buying 
Will's ‘Little Wonder,’ knowing of the blade 
within it. The auction starts and Will bids his 
$50 on Ado Annie's basket, not realizing that 

without it, he will no longer have the money 
her father insists he have to marry her.  
Desperate to be rid of Ado Annie, the peddler 
bids $51 to get the basket so that Will can 
approach Annie’s father with the $50 and 
claim Ado Annie as his bride. The auction 
becomes much more serious when Laurey's 
basket comes up for auction. Jud has saved all 
his money so he can win Laurey's basket. 
Various men bid, trying to protect Laurey, but 
Jud outbids them all. Curly and Jud engage in 
a ferocious bidding war, and Curly sells his 
saddle, his horse, and even his gun to raise 
money. He outbids Jud and wins the basket. 
Jud discreetly tries to kill Curly with the 
‘Little Wonder’, but his plan is foiled when 
Aunt Eller (knowing what is happening) 
loudly asks Curly for a dance.  Later that 
night, Will and Annie are reconciled, and she 
reluctantly agrees not to flirt with others ("All 
Er Nuthin'"). 
Jud confronts Laurey about his feelings for 
her. When she admits that she does not return 
them, he threatens her. She fires him as her 
farm hand, and orders him off her property. 
Jud goes, but furiously threatens her before he 
departs; Laurey bursts into tears and calls for 
Curly. She tells him that she has fired Jud and 
is frightened by what Jud might do now. 
Curly, seeing that she has turned to him for 
guidance and safety, reassures her and 
proposes to her, and she accepts. ("People 
Will Say We're In Love (Reprise)"). He then 
realizes to his chagrin that he must now 
become a farmer. Ali Hakim decides to leave 
the territory and bids Ado Annie goodbye 
after telling her that Will is the man she 
should marry. 
Three weeks later, Laurey and Curly are 
married and everyone rejoices in celebration 
of the territory's impending statehood 
("Oklahoma"). During the celebration, Ali 
Hakim returns with his new wife, Gertie, 
whom he had married with the help of her 
father’s shotgun.  A drunken Jud reappears, 
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harasses Laurey by kissing her and punches 
Curly.  They begin to fight and Jud attacks 
Curly with a knife.  Curly dodges, causing Jud 
to fall on his own knife and die. The wedding 
guests quickly hold a makeshift trial for Curly, 
as the couple is due to leave on their 
honeymoon. The judge declares him not 
guilty so Curly and Laurey depart on their 
honeymoon in the surrey with the fringe on 
top ("Finale Ultimo”).         -Steve Schwartz 

PRODUCTION & CAST 
Runtime: 145 minutes • Filmed in 

1955, renewed in 1983  •  DVD 
released by 20th Century Fox  • MPAA 

rated. G • ASIN: B001HC788M 

CAST 
Gordon MacRae as Curly

Shirley Jones as Laurey

Gene Nelson as Will Parker

Gloria Grahame as Ado Annie

Charlotte Greenwood as Aunt Eller

Rod Steiger as Judd Fry

Eddie Albert as Ali Hakim

James Whitmore as Mr. Carnes

Barbara Lawrence as Gertie Cummings

Jay C. Flippen as Skidmore

Roy Barcroft as Marshal

MUSICAL NUMBERS 
1. "Overture" - Orchestra (played before the 

film actually begins) 
2. "Main Title" - Orchestra (played over the 

opening credits) 
3. "Oh What a Beautiful Mornin'" - Curly 
4. "Laurey's Entrance" - Laurey ("Oh What a 

Beautiful Mornin'") 
5. "The Surrey With the Fringe On Top" - 

Curly 
6. "The Surrey With the Fringe On Top 

(Reprise)" - Curly 
7. "Kansas City" - Will, Aunt Eller, Male 

Ensemble 
8. "I Cain't Say No" - Ado Annie 
9. "I Cain't Say No" (reprise) - Will and Ado 

Annie 
10. "Entrance of Ensemble" ("Oh What a 

Beautiful Mornin'") - Curly, Gertie, and 
Ensemble 

11. "Many a New Day" - Laurey and Female 
Ensemble 

12. "People Will Say We're In Love" - Curly 
and Laurey 

13. "Pore Jud Is Daid" - Curly and Jud 
14. "Out of My Dreams" - Laurey and Female 

Ensemble 
15. "Dream Ballet" - Ensemble 
16. "Entr'acte" - Orchestra 
17. "The Farmer and the Cowman" - Carnes, 

Aunt Eller, Ike Skidmore, Ensemble 
18. "All Er Nuthin'" - Will and Ado Annie 
19. "People Will Say We're In Love (Reprise)" 

- Curly and Laurey 
20. "Oklahoma" - Curly and Ensemble 
21. "Finale Ultimo" ("Oh What a Beautiful 

Mornin'") - Ensemble 
22. "Exit Music" - Orchestra 
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NEW OPERA PROGRAM  
continued from Page 1 

experienced the program. What did you 
think of the soprano? Did the tenor’s big aria 
move you? Do you think they really 
captured the drama of the story? How did 
this performance compare to others you 
have seen? 

Many of our loyal Encore Opera attendees 
have said they would would like to get 
together and exchange such observations 
after viewing the Friday opera. Now, the 
OPERA FORUM is exactly your chance to 
do that! 
The OPERA FORUM will meet every 
Thursday evening from 7:30 to 8:30pm in 
the Village Square Classroom. It is free; it is 
informal and everyone is invited to attend 
—whether or not you went to the last opera.  
The first half hour each week will be 
devoted to sharing thoughts about the 
previous week’s Encore Opera.  The second 
half will be a brief introduction to the next 
day’s program in the Encore Theater. Video 
and audio excerpts will introduce the 
highlights as well as offer some additional 
insight into the performance. 
There is no question that Riderwood has a 
large, knowledgeable, and active opera 
community. OPERA FORUM is a fresh new 
way for that community to come together. It 
is your way to get to know others better, 
and for each of us to learn from one 
another.  
We believe that OPERA FORUM will 
increase your appreciation, knowledge, and 
enjoyment of the opera experience. 
Whether you are a seasoned opera fan or 
brand new to this art form, there is a place 
for you at OPERA FORUM. No pre-
enrollment is required and there is no fee. 
Please plan to join us on Thursday 
evenings beginning this week. 
    - Clinton Marshall

Opera at Riderwood
Opera At Riderwood is a resident group 
presenting recorded operas weekly as 
Encore Opera and live operatic concerts as 
Purple Lady Productions. Notes & News is 
published every week to inform the opera 
community at Riderwood and is 
distributed without charge to the cubbies 
of residents without email. 
Residents are invited to join and work with 
O@R members who wear many hats and fill 
many shoes: Mike Beard, David Blackman*, 
Paula Cook, Joe Davidson, Judith Dighe, Trudy 
Downs, Betty Dunkins, Irwin Goldstein*, 
Maxine Goldstein*, Sallie Holder, David 
Knutson, Luanne Knutson, Sally Koenig, Joan 
Kugler*, Clinton Marshall*, June Marshall, Gene 
Martin, Harry Monocrusos, Sally Porter, Mina 
Schwartz, Mort Schwartz, Leah Solat, Mary 
Ann Stroker, Donna Suchmann, Mina Sweet, 
John Szabo*, and Millie Trimble, among others. 
(*Selection Committee member)
Notes & News is edited and printed by Gene 
Martin and distributed by Leah Solat, Mary Ann 
Stroker, and Judith Dighe. 

To subscribe, send your name and (cubby) 
address to Leah Solat, PV 409 or email 

lsolat@comcast.net

COMING IN August
August 6 Falstaff Verdi
August 13 Don Giovanni Mozart
August 20 Norma Bellini
August 27 Pearl Fishers Bizet

All performances at 1:00 PM 
Encore Theater, LSC

PLEASE NOTE
Programs on September 23 and 

December 2 will begin one hour 
later at 2:00 PM instead of 1:00 PM 

to allow us to support a Sales 
Department need for the Theater.
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ENCORE OPERA 

OPERA FORUM
DISCUSS THE PREVIOUS 

 & OTHER OPERAS

PREVIEW THE NEXT  
ENCORE OPERA

EVERY THURSDAY 
7:30 TO 8:30PM 

VILLAGE SQUARE CLASSROOM

NO CHARGE 
NO REGISTRATION  
ALL ARE WELCOME

ADDRESS LABEL HERE


