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The kick-off events for a month long focus on Earth Day 2022 were 

information tables outside each diningroom the last days of March.  Lee 

and Karen provided activity calendars, posters, sign up for cleanup day, 

give away tension earth balls, candy, recycling books/magazines, 

games/cross word puzzles, and encouragement to residents to participate 

in events planned for the entire month of April.  The Acousti-Cats also 

provided a flash mob concert led by Becky to draw attention to Earth 

Month.  The women's and men's singing groups were both approached to 

offer a concert but were unable to schedule.  

 

FILMS ON RWTV Channel 972: 

Each Monday evening an environmental film was shown at 7:00pm, introduced 

by a committee member.  It was difficult to analyze the popularity of 

these films since we couldn't tell who was watching the series.  However, 

they each covered a different environmental problem that we face, except 

for the final David Attenborough bio.  The titles were selected by Jim H-

B and include:  "Mass Extinction--Life at the Brink;" "Reinventing 

Power;" "Biggest Little Farm;" and "David Attenborough--A Life on the 

Planet." 

 

FILMS IN THE ENCORE THEATER: 

These films from the National Geographic "Welcome to Earth" series were 

shown on several Thursday evenings at 7:30pm in collaboration with the 

Residents Supporting Sustainability, Science & Technology, and the Earth 

Day Committees.  Attendance was an average of 40-50.  Actor Will Smith 

introduced amazingly spectacular photography by specialists with  unique 

skills that unlocked the earth's secrets.  This series was selected by 

Bill Flank and included:  "The Silent Roar, Descent Into Darkness, Mind 

of the Swarm, Power of Scent, Speed of Life, and Beyond Fear." 

 

LECTURE SERIES IN THE ENCORE THEATER: 

Each Saturday at 2:00pm an environmental topic was discussed with a Q&A 

session afterwards.  Speakers were selected by Carl Hood and he reported 

that they were all well-prepared, that good information was presented, 



and it was timely.  Covid caused a scheduling issue; however, the 

speakers were able to switch Saturdays in order for the topics to be 

covered.  Also, the last speaker cancelled, but residents came together 

to cover the topic of recycling.  Always important is the AV equipment 

and the technicians were all great.  Carl suggests that a different venue 

be used, smaller room (either classroom or Celebrations), and consider a 

different day/time in order to generate more than 20-30 audience.  Water 

should be provided for the speakers.  Topics covered were:  "Climate 

Concerned But What Can I do?" with Molly Jones, Executive Director of 

Princeton Sustainability (Hood's daughter); "Water at Riderwood--Is It 

Safe to Drink?" with Resident Bill Flank; "Energy" with Mike Crane, PGCC; 

"Plants Effect on the Environment" with Chris Wien, volunteer National 

Arboretum; and "Recycling" replacing Paula Jensen with Anne Riley, Bill 

Flank, and Carl Hood.  The Recyling Committee provided a visual 

posterboard showing what to recycle and what not which was very 

informative. 

 

Also, in the Celebrations Room at 7:30 on the Wednesday evening before 

Earth Day, Doug Myers, MD Senior Scientist @ CBF since 2013, talked on 

the legislative outcomes for Chesapeake Bay Foundation and other 

environmental priorities from the current session in Annapolis.  This 

event was well received by 30-40 residents. 

 

Another talk was given by committee member Kathy Rushing on native plants 

that attracts bees, birds and butterflies.  Location was her patio at HG 

118.  Also well attended with 20-30 gardeners stopping by to see what she 

had planted.  A handout is recommended for a future talk. 

 

FIELD TRIPS: 

A list of approximately 20 trips was created but just 3 were recommended 

to the committee:  David's Natural Market in Columbia; Montgomery 

Recycling Plant; and Audubon Naturalist Society.  The latter two were 

well attended; however, the Market did not have enough signees to attend 

and was cancelled.  Becky Hedin suggests a larger committee so trips 

might represent a variety of interests for future Earth Day celebrations. 

 

BIRDING BIG SIT/SYLVAN SLEUTHS: 

A small number of people joined birders to experience the birds at 

Mallard Pond.  Becky Hedin reported confusion over the times for the 

event which should be addressed for future events.  She also reported 

that 40 residents joined the Sleuths for an hour walk around to learn and 

identify trees. 

 

PUBLICITY: 

Becky Hedin volunteered to take care of publicity before the committee 

decided on a month crowded with activities.  This position evolved into 

more than one person could handle.  While several members stepped up and 

provided flyers and posters for their activity, it is recommended that a 

publicity committee be established for future festivities.  It was 

decided that we covered all the bases on getting the information out to 

the community which included:  Poster boards/balloons in each clubhouse, 

updating as needed each week; articles in the "Reporter" provided by Ed 

Vilade and others; a table at the Opportunity Fair; TV interviews of 

committee members by Linda Wanner, Chris Taydus and media staff regarding 



the speaker forum, jewelry sale, Earth Day Festival; posters on the 

clubhouse information boards; Riderwoodlife.com updated by Rae Burns; 

elevator poster cases; and craft room display cabinets were provided in 

Montgomery Station and Town Center by Tamar Hendel, Becky Hedin and 

Winnie Coggins.  Display cabinets outside the Chapel were considered 

also.  However, due to Easter Celebration, the timing did not work for 

the Festival.  The campus libraries provided environmental book displays 

for the month of April.  Mass distribution in resident cubbies was not 

permitted. 

 

EARTH DAY FESTIVAL: 

Rae Burns was the point person on inviting, designing and setting up the 

Celebrations Room for this event, with much help from staff Fiona and 

Veronica.  The participant list from two years ago was gleaned to include 

only resident-run committees, as we were concentrating on what Riderwood 

could do to prevent Climate Change, except for the Chesapeake Bay 

Foundation since that was where our jewelry sale donations would be sent.  

The overall opinion was that it should be only two hours, versus 3, 

adding a recycle drugs table, a plant sale and electronics recycling 

area.  Possibly ask Garden Club of Beltsville to participate next year, 

donating some proceeds. This year the committee was limited on expansion 

due to construction in the Maryland Room at Montgomery Station during the 

repositioning.    

  The Jewelry Sale was held next door in the TNC craft room. 

 

JEWELRY SALE: 

Collection of donated jewelry began in early April by Susie Farrington 

and her team of 16 residents.  Additionally, Susie had assistance from 9 

cashiers and 2 traffic controllers during the actual sale.  Much jewelry 

was donated and many volunteers helped with sorting, displaying and 

selling all the pieces and even by selling items under $4.00 each, $1100 

was raised to give to the Youth Group at CBF. The excess items were given 

to the Treasure Chest.  This was a very well attended part of the Earth 

Day Festival and recommended to continue. 

 

CLEAN-UP DAY: 

A successful Riderwood Cleanup Day was held on Sunday April 24; 17 

participants collected several bags of trash.  It was hoped that other 

family members would participate on a weekend but perhaps a weekday would 

be better so that staff could help and provide supplies to be used.  

There was a question of liability but Fiona confirmed RWV has insurance 

coverage.  Also, a suggestion for more than once a year cleanups as there 

are a number of areas needing attention around campus, asking  

coordination with other environmental groups, such as Sustainability.  

Need dollars to provide equipment and water.  Additional advertising 

suggested.  Signup sheets were provided at Earth Day tables but no 

definite date could be given because health conditions and weather.  

David Ebert, Captain of the Trash Patrol 

000 

TESLA ELECTRIC CAR CLUB: 

This event was disappointing for residents since only one car was 

available and no one to talk and answer questions.  Several different 

models were planned to be available, an electric bicycle too.  Not sure 

why this fell through.   



 

EARTH MONTH LOGO: 

Designed by Becky Hedin, it was decided to keep it for future 

celebrations, changing the theme to coinside with the National theme. 

 

OVERALL: 

The committee agreed that, since we set a precedent for month-long 

observance of Earth Day, we should continue for the future.  TBD by the 

next committee.  Also, youth should be involved in 2023 celebration as 

they will be the ones to make an environmental difference.  A storage bin 

is needed to store our accumulating supplies. 

  

 

TRIBUTE TO THE COMMITTEE: 

Lyrics written by Lee Summerville - Sung to tune of On top of old Smokey 

 

To the committee on Earth Day you have given your best 

To organize earth month for staff and the guests 

 

You worked individually you worked as a group 

To Organize activities for the Riderwood troops 

 

They were speeches, on water and energy talks 

Electric vehicles and group cleanup walks 

 

Advertising and posters near and far 

Field trips and advertising by our tv stars 

 

The festival and jewelry sale for our guests 

The patio performance was unique and the best 

 

Field trips were planned with global warming in mind 

Recycling, reusing, and vegan in time 

 

This committee deserves a big hand 

For working together as a well practiced band 

 

Can’t thank you enough for all of your help 

You certainly deserve a Riderwood yelp 

 

Thank you thank you thank you 
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