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Wednesday. 9 March 2016 
 
The March 2016 meeting of the Riderwood Genealogy Club was called to 
order at 10:00 am by President Dorothy Maneri. Secretary, Pat Kral, read 
the minutes of the February meeting which were accepted as read. 
Treasurer, David Nation, reported that our checking account balance is 
$747 and he has $2 cash on hand. Twenty-three people signed in - there 
were probably a few attendees who didn't.  
 
Our next meeting on Wednesday. April 13, will be a field trip to the family 
History Center in Kensington, Maryland. If you would like to go on this trip 
and have not signed up, please do so very soon so that car pools can be 
arranged. Dorothy has driving directions both using the Beltway and not 
using the Beltway.  
 
At our May meeting on Wednesday, May 11, member J"ane Cyphers will be 
leading a panel of DAR members who will talk about the research they did 
on their colonial ancestors.  
 
Member Peggy Mentzer introduced our speaker for today, Sandra Maclean 
Clunies, a Certified Genealogist from Gaithersburg, Maryland. There are 
only 400 Certified Genealogists in the United States. Filed with these 
minutes is a bio of Sandy who has been active in and served as an officer in 
several genealogical associations and societies. She has been certified for 
23 years and has traveled extensively researching her own family history as 
well as that of others.  
 
Sandy began by telling us it was not necessary to take notes as she 
planned to distribute a handout at the end of her presentation that lists all 
the web sites she will be talking about. She spoke at length of web sites 
available, many of which most of us knew nothing about. She mentioned 
Cyber Libraries and their millions of pages and images of original 
documents available to us. The Federal government, State agencies and 
colleges and universities are just some of the organizations providing more 
and more searchable online resources with genealogical information  
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including primary documents, online books, ebooks and newspapers. 
Other sites she specifically mentioned were:  
 
The Library of Congress' American Memory Projects U.S. Citizenship & 
Immigration Service  
 
Wikipedia  
 
Sandy suggested that we join the Baltimore County Library which will give 
us free access to both the Baltimore Sun and the Washington Post archives 
online at no charge.  
 
In doing searches, filters are helpful such as utilizing quotation marks and 
the word plus or minus. Sandy mentioned her own mother's family whose 
surname was Wardrobe. When doing searches, she used Wardrobe family 
in quotes minus furniture or Wardrobe family in quotes plus a location such 
as a state. You can also use wild cards - that's 3 letters plus an asterisk. In 
PDF documents, utilize "Crtl F" which stands for control find. Another site 
she mentioned is Stevemorse.org - One Step Webpages.  
 
Ms. Clunies certainly gave us lots to think about - makes you want to run 
home and fire up your computer right now.  
 
Peggy Mentzer announced that the Family History Center in Kensington is 
having its Annual Conference on May 7. You must be registered to attend.  
 
Meeting adjourned at 11:07 am.  
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
Pat Kral, Secretary  
 


