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Our meeting was called to order by Vice President Barbara Putney. Pat Kral read 
the minutes of our January meeting which were approved with one correction. 
David Nation presented the Treasurer's report - $719 in our checking account 
with $8 cash on hand. David reminded everyone that dues for 2017 are due now - 
$2 per apartment. Barbara presented the slate of officers for 2017 - Sally Koenig 
for President - Barbara Putney for Vice President - Pat Kral for Secretary - David 
Nation for Treasurer. There being no nominations from the floor, the slate was 
elected by voice vote. Twenty-nine people signed in.  
 
Peggy Mentzer introduced our speaker for today, Riderwood resident, Bob 
Bordley. Bob was born in Baltimore, served in the Navy, graduated from Loyola 
University becoming a CPA. He worked for the Department of Defense. After 
retirement, Bob and his wife Ann lived at Leisure World for 29 years before 
moving to Riderwood about 2 years ago.  
 
Bob displayed a very elaborate poster of his ancestors which he acquired in 
1992. It took his Bordley family back to at least 1350 in England - a place called 
Bo Ord. The family dropped one of the o's and added ley to come up with the 
name Bordley. Many of his predecessors were school masters, priests and 
lawyers. One of his priest ancestors came to Kent County, Maryland in 1696. One 
Bordley owned property in Annapolis where the State House is now located. 
Lord Baltimore wanted that property but Bordley didn't want to give it up. Lord 
Baltimore sued for ownership. He lost. He appealed and lost again.  
 
John Beale Bordley born in 1724, was the ancestor that Bob talked about the 
most. He settled in Kent County, Maryland, on the Eastern Shore where he 
became interested in agriculture. When tobacco turned out not to grow well on 
the shore, he switched to raising wheat which brought in more money than 
tobacco. One year he received 900 lbs for one shipment of wheat. He had more 
than 100 slaves to help with his many enterprises which included making bricks, 
running a brewery and a winery, and producing salt extracted from Chesapeake 
Bay water. He practiced crop rotation which was a new and unpopular idea at 
the time. During the Revolutionary War he supplied food to the Continental Army 
at no cost. He came out against slavery even though he owned more than 100 
slaves saying that all men are created equal and that eventually you became a 
slave to your slaves being responsible for feeding, clothing and housing them. 
He was known for treating his slaves well.  
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John's wife Sarah Bordley corresponded with Martha Washington. Many of their 
letters described life at the time. When Sarah died, John married a widow from 
Philadelphia. While living there, he established an agricultural group which 
included Ben Franklin and George Washington. He tried to interest other states 
in setting up similar groups and got no where. He began writing, his first book 
being 530 pages on growing wheat. He later wrote a 130 page supplement to this 
book.  
 
In subsequent years, John wrote many books, most of them about agriculture. 
He served as a judge on the Admiralty Court which heard cases regarding ships 
and issues at sea. He died in 1804.  
 
Another ancestor of Bob's, Steven Beale Bordley, lived in Annapolis leaving 
behind a house with a glass front door bearing the Bordley Coat of Arms. There 
were two Bordley doctors who practiced in the Wilmer Eye Clinic at John's 
Hopkins Hospital in Baltimore.  
 
Bob's father-in-law was a civil engineer educated at MIT. He volunteered during 
World War I and became an advance man surveying for roads and bridges in 
Europe to help the war effort. Once the War was over, he worked on surveying 
for the New York City subway rather than being sent to Panama to do survey 
work on the Panama Canal.  
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
Pat Kral Secretary  
 
 


