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The September 14, 2016, meeting of the Riderwood Genealogy Club was called 
to order by President, Dorothy Maneri at 10:00 am. Minutes of the August 
meeting were approved as read by Secretary Pat Kral. Treasurer David Nation 
reported $747 in the checking account and $4 cash on hand. Twenty-nine people 
signed in.  
 
Dorothy welcomed back our Vice President Barbara Putney who has been away 
all summer - also Ruth Erk who has been ill. She also announced that resident 
Ray Murtishaw has donated quite a few books on genealogy to the club. At least 
some of these books will be donated to the Riderwood library.  
 
Our October meeting will feature Susan. Pearl speaking on "Art (and some 
genealogy) at the Riversdale House Museum." The November 9 meeting will be a 
Field Trip to the Family History Center in Kensington, Maryland. A sign-up sheet 
was passed around. If you signed up, you will get a phone call regarding car 
pooling. We plan to leave Riderwood at 9:30 am and return at approximately 
Noon.  
 
Dorothy introduced today's speaker Louis Solomon. Lou lives in Bethesda and 
has two businesses. The first is Life Echoes which is a family legacy book 
publishing service. He will help you write your family story and put it into book 
form. This can cost up to $3,500 but can be much cheaper if he gets carefully 
written information rather than information that he has to transcribe. When you 
get your book which is printed on acid-free paper, you also get a PDF file. Lou's 
second business is Pearl River Publishing which will edit, print and publish a 
book for you.  
 
Lou began his presentation with a personal anecdote to illustrate the fact that 
even mundane or unhappy things that happen will have meaning to your 
descendants. The story has come down through the family that Lou's great 
grandfather was so mean that he ruined the lives of all 8 of his children.  
 
Lou continued by saying, "Your family history is not just genealogy, it's also 
memories, yours and those of your relatives - parents, grand parents, etc." Lou 
had a hand-out entitled "Some Helpful Hints" a copy of which is included with  
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these minutes. First hint was to create an outline of story topics using a separate  
page or folder for each topic. Second hint was a list of some topic 
considerations such as your childhood and teen age years - higher education - 
career - regrets, mistakes and turning points. His 3rd hint was Next Steps which 
includes reviewing all your notes, deciding on an order for your stories, and 
working on one story topic at a time.  
 
Your memories can be written down by hand or on a computer or by speaking 
into a recorder. He suggested an Olympus recorder that you can get from 
Amazon for about $35 and can hold 92 hours of recorded information. Your 
memories can be illustrated with photographs or by including photos of objects 
saved and preserved over the years.  
 
Scrapbook stores and how-to library books can be helpful in writing your family 
history. There are also professional interviewers who will videotape you 
speaking of your recollections for a fee.  
 
Regarding photos: Louis suggested that you sort through all your photos 
separating them into three piles. (1) keep, (2) maybe, and (3) toss. The keep pile 
needs no explanation. The maybe pile contains photos where faces look vaguely 
familiar. Perhaps other family members can identify the people. The toss pile is 
also self explanatory - if you cannot identify the people in a photo, throw it away.  
 
Lou ended by answering several questions including one about how quickly 
technology changes and how we must change our tactics to keep up.  
 
Respectively submitted,  
 
Pat Kral Secretary  
 
 
 
 
 


