
Riderwood Genealogy Club 
 

Wednesday, 14 December 2016 
 
Our December 14, 2016, meeting was called to order at 10:00 am by President, 
Dorothy Maneri. The October 2016 meeting minutes were approved as read by 
Secretary Pat Kral. David Nation, Treasurer, reported a checking account 
balance of $769 and $2 in cash on hand. He reminded members that dues will be 
due for 2017 at our January meeting. Eighteen people signed in.  
 
Dorothy reported that the Nominating Committee met in October. Our Vice 
President, Secretary, and Treasurer, Barbara Putney, Pat Kral, and David Nation 
have all agreed to serve for another year. Dorothy is not willing to continue as 
President. If anyone would like to take on the job, please contact Dorothy. We 
may have to continue next year without a president or possibly switch to having 
irregular meetings.  
 
Peggy Mentzer introduced our speaker Patri.ck Lacefield, a Civil War re-enactor 
who currently works as the Director of Public Information for Montgomery 
County. He came dressed as a civil war soldier and equipped with his guitar and 
a number of civil war reproductions.  
 
Patrick said that the Civil War had many names including one we had never 
heard before, "the recent unpleasantness." Many families were split between the 
north and south including the Shriver family of Montgomery County. Some family 
members who owned slaves lived on the west side of Rt. 97 (now Georgia 
Avenue) and were southern sympathizers, while other family members living 
right across the road were for the Union.  
 
Accompanying himself on the guitar, Patrick sang Abe Lincoln's campaign song 
called Lincoln and liberty Too. Lincoln once said he couldn't believe he was 
elected president. He actually had six brothers-in.-law who fought for the south. 
Did you know that the first blood that was shed during the war was spilled in 
Baltimore?  
 
After singing Maryland My Maryland and the Bonnie Blue Flag, Patrick told us 
about his uniform which consisted of a wool frock coat adorned with a red 
flower he called a cockade which was usually given to a soldier by his lady - be it 
a girl friend, a sister, or his wife. This coat had metal buttons whereas his 
trousers were fastened with buttons made of wood. Over this coat he wore a  
 
 



- page 2 -  
 
 
leather type harness which went around his waist and over one shoulder. 
Attached to this harness were a large metal button that symbolized the breast  
plate of old, a pouch to hold ammunition, a scabbard to hold his bayonet, and a 
sheath for a Bowie knife. Under this frock coat he wore a cotton shirt and he had 
on boots that came up to his knees.  
 
Patrick showed us his musket and how you load it explaining each step 
including the half cock which is where we get the term "going off half cocked." A 
musket was not particularly accurate since it had a smooth-bore barrel. When 
rifles became available, they were much more accurate being equipped with a 
rifled barrel.  
 
Patrick sang a few more songs some of which we knew including Just Before 
the Battle Mother, the Battle Cry of Freedom, and Amazing Grace. He showed a 
few more reproductions including a baseball and bat saying that the game of 
baseball came from Britain but became a national pass time in the United States 
when Southern prisoners of war were thrown together with their Northern 
captures who already played the game. The balls were much softer than today's 
and the bats were shorter and more uniform along their length. If a soldier had 
playing cards or dice, he threw them away before he went to the battlefield. If he 
were killed and his body returned to his family, he didn't want them to think he 
participated in such vices.  
 
Patrick also showed us a wooden comb, a tooth brush made with hog bristles 
and the proverbial tin plate and cup. He also had cakes of soap made from lard 
and pumice although he said that hygiene was not a big priority during the war. 
He sang us a couple more songs before the end of his program including John 
Brown's Body/Battle Hymn of the Republic, both of which used the same tune, 
and Dixie.  
 
Patrick finished up by telling us of a long ago cousin of his who in 1880 was 
actually named Sherman Grant Lacefield.  
 
Our meeting adjourned at about 11:10 am.  
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
Pat Kral Secretary  
 


