
Riderwood Genealogy Club 
 

Wednesday, 13 .January 2016 
 
The January 2016 meeting of the Riderwood Genealogy Club was called to order by 
President Dorothy Maneri at 10:00 am. There were no minutes available from the 
December 2015 meeting. Treasurer David Nation reported a balance in our treasury of 
$703. He also announced that 2016 dues are now due - $2 per apartment per year. David 
counted 28 people at this meeting. Unfortunately only 22 of them signed in.  
 
At our regular December meeting, President Dorothy Maneri and Treasurer David 
Nation were duly elected to serve during 2016. At a December 16 meeting of the newly 
formed Planning Committee, Barbara Putney was nominated to serve as Vice President 
with the proviso that she will not be around from May through September. Pat Kral was 
nominated to serve as Secretary stipulating that she may be away at times especially 
during the summer. A motion was made and seconded that we accept these 
nominations. A show of hands election of these two officers completes our slate for 
2016.  
 
Frank Erk was thanked for creating a "Member Update and Survey" a copy of which 
was passed out to all those present. Everyone was urged to fill out this form providing 
name, apartment number, email address, and phone number and answering five 
questions regarding our programs. They should return these surveys at our next 
meeting. Copies of this Update/Survey will be available at each meeting to be passed 
out to new people who attend.  
 
Hannah Spalding asked that if anyone present had an email address and did not receive 
a copy of the meeting flyer for today's meeting, please see her.  
 
Dorothy Maneri announced that our annual club visit to the Family History Center in 
Kensington has been arranged for April 13 in place of our April meeting. A signup sheet 
for this field trip will be provided at our February meeting.  
 
Club member Barbara Putney, our speaker for today, was introduced and spoke on "My 
search for Eastern European Ancestors." All four of Barbara's grand parents 
immigrated to the United States between 1890 and 1910. They came from Poland, 
Lithuania, and Russia. Many of their descendants settled in New York City on the Lower 
East Side of Manhattan. She has discovered lots of name changes and many spelling 
changes of these names within her family tree. She has created an Excel Spread Sheet 
listing many of her close relatives and the vital information that she knows about each 
one. She has also written a paragraph on each of her parents and grandparents 
showing any information that she has about the life of that person. These paragraphs 
have helped a lot in providing facts that Barbara has been able to back up with further 
research. One trick that was helpful was to search out siblings of her ancestors which 



led her to more informction on those ancestors. She has found the Family History 
Center belonging to the Mormon church and its volunteer Mary Ann Evans to be very 
helpful. Familysearch.org, a free web site created by the Mormon church, has also been 
very helpful. Other helpful sources she has used include heritage.com - Ellisisland.org - 
Jewishgen.org. Barbara has done some reading on Jewish history to see how her 
relatives have fit into the bigger picture. She displayed three books that she has found 
interesting.  
 
The Heavens are Empty by Avrom Bendavid-Val There Once was a World by Yaffa Eliach  
 
Life is With People by Mark Zborowski and Elizabeth Herzog  
 
One thing complicating Barbara's research has been that some of the countries she 
was dealing with in Eastern Europe have grown and/or shrunk with border changes. 
Barbara ended her presentation by reading an 1852 list of 10 Comical New Year's 
Resolutions.  
 
Dorothy Maneri finished up the meeting by announcing that the Planning Committee will 
meet on Wednesday, 20 January at 10:00 am in the Billiards Room in Village Square. Our 
purpose is to brainstorm subjects and speakers for future monthly meetings. Current 
officers should attend. Former officers and any members who would like to attend are 
welcome to come.  
 
Meeting adjourned at 11:04 am.  
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
Pat Kral, Secretary  
 


