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The October 2016 meeting of the Riderwood Genealogy Club was called to order 
by Vice President Barbara Putney. Secretary Pat Kral read the minutes of the 
September meeting which were approved as read. Treasurer David Nation 
reported that we have $747 in our checking account and he has $14 cash on 
hand. Twenty people signed in.  
 
David reported that the Riderwood Library does not have room for the books on 
genealogy that were recently donated to the dub. These books are displayed on 
the table outside our meeting room. If there is anything there that you can use, 
please take it. Any books left will be put into the book sale that is to take place in 
Town Center later this month.  
 
On our November meeting date, we will again be car pooling to the Family 
History Center in Kensington. If you want to go, see Pat Kral.  
 
Peggy Mentzer introduced our speaker for the day, Susan Pearl. She has spent 
the last 25 years trying to track down 63 paintings that were brought to America 
in 1794.  
 
While researching the history that would ultimately lead in 1997 to the Riversdale 
mansion in Riverdale Park being identified as a National Historic Landmark, 
Susan learned about this collection of paintings. They were brought to this 
country by Henri Joseph Stier and his wife Marie Louise Peeters who came here 
to escape the French Revolution. It was Marie Louise's father who had amassed 
this collection.  
 
Henri purchased 800 acres in what is now Riverdale Park. He began construction 
on Riversdate in 1801 white living in rented housing including the Paca House in 
Annapolis and the Bostwick house in Bladensburg. The Steirs moved into the 
partially completed house in 1802. Henri and his wife returned to Belgium in 1803 
before the house  
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was completed. They turned the house over to their daughter Rosalie and her 
husband George Calvert - grandson of the 5th Lord Baltimore. Construction of 
the house was completed in 1807.  
 
Rosalie was a prolific letter writer and many, many letters to family members in 
Europe have been published in a book "The Mistress of Riversdale." These 
letters were a great help during the restoration of the house in order to open it to 
the public.  
 
In trying to track down the paintings, Susan contacted people in Europe and was 
sent lots of information including a packing slip written in French and listing the 
paintings when they were first brought to America 200 years ago. She also 
contacted Arthur Wheelock of the National Gallery of Art in Washington, D.C. 
and together they have been able to locate 16 of these paintings. Over the years, 
the paintings had been sold and resold and are now residing in museums in 
Belgium, London, Rome, Amsterdam, The Hague, and in the U. S. in Baltimore, 
Los Angeles, Detroit, Raleigh, and Washington, D.C.  
 
In 1816, Rosalie, as caretaker of these 63 paintings, staged an open house at 
Riversdale to show off the coHection. Susan thought it would be appropriate to 
stage another Open House exactly 200 years later displaying reproductions of 
the 16 paintings she has been able to locate. In fact this Open House is currently 
going on and Riderwood has scheduled a "special trip" to Riversdale a week 
from today, October 19, to tour the mansion and view these reproductions.  
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
Pat Kral Secretary  
 


