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President Dorothy Maneri opened the meeting at 10:00 am. Secretary Pat Kral 
read the minutes of the March 9 meeting and they were approved as read. In the 
absence of Treasurer David Nation, Pat Kral read the Treasurer's report - $747 in 
our checking account and David has $2 in cash. Nineteen people signed in.  
 
Dorothy introduced member Jane Cyphers who with help from her DAR friend 
Pat Elton and member Peggy Mentzer presented a program on Genealogy and 
the DAR. Jane said that her mother had done most of the research on her family 
which allowed Jane to become a member of the DAR some 60 years ago.  
 
When the DAR started in 1890, Caroline Harrison, wife of our 23rd President 
Benjamin Harrison. served as its first President General. The DAR purchased 
swamp land in Washington, D.C. where they constructed their Memorial 
Continental Hall. Also on this property they constructed Constitution Hall and the 
DAR Museum in which each state has a room where they can display historical 
items. These three buildings occupy an entire city block on Constitution Avenue. 
The original Continental Hall now serves as the DAR Library.  
 
Jane's friend Pat worked in the DAR Genealogy Department for 20 years where 
one of her jobs was to review applications for DAR membership. From her office 
window Pat could see people coming and going from the Red Cross building. 
She related one amusing story where she witnessed Princess Diana and Mrs. 
Dole, the Vice President's wife, arriving to attend a Red Cross meeting both 
wearing the very same blue suit. By the time the meeting started both ladies had 
changed their clothes. Pat also was able to sit in on some of the judging of the 
contest that is held each year by the Department of the Interior to choose 
pictures for the annual duck stamp. In her many years of working downtown, Pat 
saw a number of celebrities. She also served as a tour guide at the DAR 
museum.  
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Pat told us that whenever a new U.S. President takes office, the DAR researches 
the wife's family to see if she is eligible for membership.  
 
Peggy Mentzer told us of her 2-year long quest to join the DAR which she did 
just one year ago. She worked with Mary Ruth Stultz, another club member and 
a longtime DAR member and was able to join a DAR Chapter in Chevy Chase. 
Peggy visited the DAR library three times in the course of her research .  
 
Both Jane and Peggy explained that there are lots of other lineage societies 
many of which are military related. Some they mentioned were:  
 
The Colonial Dames of the 1 rh Century United Daughters of the Confederacy 
Sons of the American Revolution  
 
The Mayflower Society  
 
The Ark and the Dove  
 
Sons of Norway  
 
Daughters of 1812  
 
Descendants of Colonial Clergy  
 
There is even a society for the descendants of Colonial Innkeepers called the 
Flagon and Trencher: Descendants of Colonial Tavern Keepers.  
 
A number of books were displayed regarding genealogy and the DAR and the 
requirements for joining.  
 
The meeting adjourned at 11:05 am.  
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
Pat Kral, Secretary  
 


