
Riderwood Genealogy Club 
 

Wednesday, 10 February 2016 
 

The February 2016 meeting of the Riderwood Genealogy Club was called to order at 
9:58 am by President Dorothy Maneri. Minutes of our January club meeting were 
accepted as read by Secretary Pat Kral. Treasurer David Nation reported a balance of 
$692 in the checking account, $14 cash on hand, and he has collected $8 today in dues. 
David counted 39 people present only 33 of whom signed in.  
 
frank Erk provided a revised Update/Survey Sheet copies of which were passed out to 
those who did not get one last month. He asked that they be returned to him today if 
they have been filled out, returned completed at next month's meeting, or you may put 
completed forms in Frank's cubby.  
 
Member Dutch Koenig provided two types of genealogy printed forms, one an ancestor 
sheet and one a family group sheet. Copies were placed on the table outside the door to 
be picked up as you leave.  
 
Dorothy introduced our speaker for today, Peggy Mentzer. Peggy joined the Genealogy 
Club in 2007 as a beginning genealogist. She served as our President in 2012, 2013, and 
2014. Attending our meetings and hearing a variety of speakers encouraged her to 
present programs. She thanked Hannah Spalding for teaching her to use Power Point. 
Peggy also benefitted from opportunities available through the Family History Center in 
Kensington, Maryland. She participated in the indexing of the 1940 Federal Census and 
worked briefly at the Maryland State Archives on their program of preparing old wills for 
digitizing. While our president, she joined the Maryland Genealogy Society and attended 
a number of genealogical meetings in the area.  
 
Peggy's program was titled "Sherlock Holmes as a Genealogist." She was equipped 
with a large magnifying glass which she held up when she was quoting from Sir Arthur 
Conan Doyle, the author of the Sherlock Holmes stories. Most of her information came 
from the computer website of Barry Ewell, a Sherlock Holmes admirer. She emailed 
Barry to ask if she could use some of his material in a talk she was preparing for our 
club. He readily agreed that she could use anything she found on his web site. Barry 
says that genealogy is detective work hence the connection to Sherlock Holmes. 
Sherlock says there are 4 steps to solving a mystery.  
 
Step 1: Observation or Soaking up the Facts - look for different types of evidence - keep 
a log of each search - use a computer program to record information  
 
Step 2: Searching for Clues or Getting to the Nitty Gritty- view ancestors in the context 
of the times they lived in - use census records - don't assume that all written material is 
correct - a brick wall is a rest stop not a stopping place  
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Step 3: Analysis or Sorting Out the ~saw Pieces- study the information you have 
gathered and see how things fit together - Sherlock says that the little things are the 
most important  
 
Step 4: Imagination or the Workshop of the Mind- explore the information you've 
gathered from all angles - follow the clues you've dug up.  
 
Near the end of her talk, Peggy took a detour from Sherlock Holmes to a contemporary 
genealogical authority Elizabeth Shown Mills. In her book "Evidence Explained," she 
lists five reasons why we cannot find the genealogical records we are searching for, 
one big reason being burned out county court houses. Elizabeth pointed out that 
alternatives do exist and she cited many. If the records you have found don't yield the 
evidence you seek, shift your mind set and figure out how you can better use the 
records that do exist.  
 
Our March meeting on Wednesday the 9th will feature a local certified genealogist 
Sandra Maclean Clunies - her topic "Find Online Books and Primary Documents - Just a 
Click Away."  
 
Our April meeting on Wednesday the 13th will be a field trip to the Family History Center 
in Kensington, Maryland. A sign-up sheet was passed around to collect names of those 
who wish to attend and those who are willing to drive.  
 
Meeting adjourned at 10:55 am.  
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
Pat Kral, Secretary  
 


