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Wednesday, 10 August 2016 
 
The minutes for July were read by Hannah Spalding. Treasurer David 
Nation reported that there is $747 in the Bank and $2.00 on band in cash.  
 
The meeting's speaker, Daniel Pence, was introduced by Peggy Menzer. 
Although he is a retired Federal Information Technologist Mr. Pence has 
researched several generations of his family including the tales of those 
who participated in the California Gold Rush. He has published 2 books. 
Mr. Pence's 5G Grandfather, accompanied by his seven brothers, migrated 
from Bavaria to Philadelphia then to the Shenandoah Valley. In 1802 his 
ancestors migrated to Kentucky and then to Missouri (MO) right after it 
became a state in 1821.  
 
In 1848 the treaty ending the Mexican-American War Mexico ceded present 
day Southwestern US including CA to the US. About the same time the 
contractor on Sutter's Mill in CA discovered gold there sparking the 
California Gold Rush.  
 
Back in Missouri the Pence family were considering the warnings against 
going to CA. Several male members decided in 1850 to go and were part of 
11 teams of men that left on the CA trail with 63 mules, 22 ponies and 42 
men. One of the participants was Reverend James, a Baptist minister, who 
left his wife and 7 year old son Frank and 3 year old Jessie behind in MO. 
He wrote back to his wife about the journey.  
 
Mr. Pence's maps showed the group left April 14, 1854 and went to Fort 
Laramie on the North Platte River, then Ft Kearney. Along the way they saw 
Chimney Rock and were averaging 15.5 miles a day. The group took the 
Southern Pass at 7,412 feet to Ft Hall, ID and then followed the Humbdolt 
River  
 
--- watershed through the mountain ranges. Then they hit 40 miles of 
desert with no water, no grass and hot temperatures. It took them three 
days to get across the desert in those conditions.  
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They took the west fork of the Carson River going south to get over the 
Sierra Nevada Mountains ending the trip at Huntington, California having 
traveled 1900 miles over 100 days from their departure in MO. They arrived 
on 7/14/1850. On August 29, 1850 a letter was sent back to MO saying 
Preacher James and Thomas Pence had died after arriving in California. 
Fourteen relatives of Mr. Pence went to California and half of them died 
without finding gold.  
 
There were no Indian problems in the gold rush for the Indians felt that the 
people were just passing through. The Indians didn't think they were going 
to settle and take their land. Mr. Pence use'Google  
 
map\~O illustra.te the jop.rn,ey-ilk1str-a~.  
 
 
Dorothy Maneri announced that the Opportunities Fair ~ould be August 19 
from 1 to 3 and there would be people at the genealogy club table. For the 
September meeting Lou Solomon is going to talk about family history for 
the future. Dorothy also announced that Ruth Erk is in Arbor Ridge which is 
why Frank Erk was not in attendance.  
 
Respectfully submitted, Hannah Spalding for Pat Kral  
 


