
EARTH DAY PLANNING COMMITTEE 

November 30, 2021 

NEXT MEETING – DECEMBER 14, 10:00am VSC Music Room 

 

The 3rd meeting of the planning committee took place at 1:00 in the Lakeside Card Room with the following 
members attending:  Melissa Hyland, Carl Hood, Bill Frank, Rae Burns, James Henkelman-Bahn, Becky Hedin, 
Anne Riley, Karen Sours-cochair, and Lee Summerfield-chair.  After introductions and making of name place 
cards, Chair Lee requested committees break into small groups and brainstorm on Earth Month, focusing on 
their activity area, tasks to be accomplished, and timeline for the activity.  Here are the results: 
 
 
April 22 Festival/Fair—Rae, Melissa, Karen 

This event is will be located in TNC Celebrations from 12-4:00pm which has been reserved by 
Fiona.  2022 theme will be “Global Warming – Riderwood Responds” and exhibitors will be 
asked to use that theme in the displays.  The committee will be selecting 20-25 groups to be 
invited to participate with the flyers mailed during December.  Rae has the 2021 flyers to update 
for next year.  The response will be requested by end of January so that a floor plan may be 
established with necessary electric hookups or other essentials.  Publicity information will be 
provided to Becky. 
 

Field Trips/Outings—Becky 

Several locations were suggested to help emphasize earth month and group decision was the 
Audubon Naturalist Society; Montgomery Recycling Center; and lunch at a sustainable local 
restaurant.  A talk by Brookside Gardens docent may also be scheduled.  Becky will work with 
the Transportation Department on dates/times/buses.  A possible memorial tree planting 
ceremony may also be planned for April. 

Films—Jim, Frank 

Two films each week to be shown on Erickson 972 have been selected and will reflect all 
aspects of Global Warming:  Antarctic; Intelligent Trees; Farms; BBC Seven Worlds, others.  
Media Center will be consulted asap.  These films will be announced in the Reporter and a 
separate April calendar to be published for residents, a calendar that will also include all 
activities related to International Mother Earth Day (Month). 

Speakers—Carl, Anne 

While still considering speakers to be asked, Bill Flank on H20, UMD professor, and a PGCC 
professor on sustainability will be contacted. Selections should be made soon in order to 
reserve proper sized rooms, publicity, and placement on the April Calendar. 



Other Ideas—Members 

Final brainstorming revealed many ideas on enhancing the month-long event, such as: 

1.  Library Displays of Environmental Books – possibly librarians, Environmental Book Club 
and/or Democratic Environment Committee to handle.  Anne has a list of books that 
should be included in the displays. 

2. Suggestion Box on how RWV can be better stewards of our little piece of Earth.  The box 
would be located in each clubhouse and suggestions would be published in the Reporter 
the end of April.  Volunteer needed. 

3. Concerts.  Becky has been asked to kickoff the month-long event with a ukulele concert 
of earth music, with possible sing-a-long.  Also the women’s and men’s choir groups 
might provide a dual concert with nominal charge to benefit ????  Volunteer needed. 

4. Bingo on Tuesday nights.  Residents in charge have given ok to add an Earth Day bingo 
game for the evening.  A separate gift would be given to the winner rather than dollars.  
Karen has volunteered to schedule. 

5. Electric Car Demonstration to be held one weekend and Mary Chor has volunteered to 
make the arrangements.   

6. Earth Day display tables during the dinner hour in each clubhouse would be decorated 
and provide handouts of word games with small gifts for winners.  Karen has 
volunteered to coordinate. 

7. Memorial Tree Planting at the Arboretum.  Becky is making those arrangements. 
8. Publish a special environmental April calendar that can be placed on a fridge with all 

activities, tidbits of information, things to do for a better RWV, etc.  Does this item come 
under publicity?  Input from all members. 

Anyone interested in volunteering to coordinate one of the above activities, please let 
Chair Lee know.  301-646-1795 

Reminder that the next meeting will be Tuesday, December 14, 10:00am in the Village Square 
Music Room. 

In closing, Chair Lee thanked everyone for attending and applauded the great work 
accomplished so far to help bring attention to Earth Day in RWV.  The meeting was adjourned 
at 2:45pm.  

Minutes respectfully submitted by KSours 12/3/21. 

Addendum:  A quick meeting with Fiona, Carl, Karen, and Lee on 12/4 resulted in reservations 
made for all needed rooms for speakers and activities planned for April.    

 


