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Because I now enjoy the 
assistance of Leah Solat, Mary 
Ann Stroker, and Judith 
Dighe in assembling, stapling, 
labelling, and delivering these 
Notes to more than 100 
cubbies of Opera Lovers, I 
have to do the writing, 
editing, and printing that 
much earlier.  So, as I write 
this, Steve is at RTV, “taping” 
his new program —title, 
timing, and frequency still 
unknown and maybe not 
even decided yet. His show 
will preview the Encore 
Opera programs to be played 
in September. As ’tis said in 
the news biz, “Watch this 
space!”       -Gene 

Founder Steve Schwartz

NO MASKS REQUIRED

Program for August 27, 1 PM 

WEsT SIDE SToRY 
Leonard Bernstein  

English Subtitles • 153 Minutes 
————- 

COMMENTS by GENE MARTIN 
Roger Ebert’s review of this film came to a 
thoughtful and provocative conclusion: 

“So the dancing is remarkable, and several of 
the songs have proven themselves by 
becoming standards, and there are moments of 
startling power and truth. "West Side Story" 
remains a landmark of musical history. But if 
the drama had been as edgy as the 
choreography, if the lead performances had 
matched Moreno's fierce concentration, if the 
gangs had been more dangerous and less like 
bad-boy Archies and Jugheads, if the ending 
had delivered on the pathos and tragedy of the 
original, there's no telling what might have 
resulted. The movie began with a brave vision, 
and it is best when you sense that vision 
surviving the process by which it was turned 
into safe entertainment.” 

I think this is an accurate and useful view of 
this movie as well as to many programs at 
Encore Opera. On one hand, opera —drama set 
to music— stories get dismissed as merely 

[Continued on Page 2]

EXTRA! EXTRA! 
BREAKING NEWS

Next Week In Encore 
Sept. 3 Elixir of Love 

by Donizetti 
Anna Netrebko • Rolando Villazón 

FAUST, now scheduled 
for 1 pm on September 17 
will be delayed for one 
hour. Encore Opera is 
now scheduled to start at 
2 pm. Same day, same 
opera, but one hour delay 
in starting to allow for a 
different use of the Encore 
Theater during that time.
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melodrama. On the other hand, calling 
them “safe entertainment” seems to 
recognize but minimize their social 
significance. As one who values social 
awareness (and action) I must admit I 
have been a smidge —just a wee bit— 
dismissive of wanting entertainment to 
be safe. But, I am mellowing and 
getting wiser with every day I age, and 
I am weary, admittedly worn by all the 
tragedy and terror of the world around 
us. I am ready to concede that we 
need a degree of safety in our 
entertainment. The safety may allow 
us the rest and renewal that 
entertainment offers. And yet, we can 
retain the awareness of reality that our 
entertainment mirrors. 

For those who forgot or never knew, 
Bernstein worked in support of civil 
rights; protested the War in Vietnam; 
spoke for nuclear disarmament; 
raised money for HIV/AIDS research; 
and took part in many international 
initiatives for human rights and world 
peace. His historic performance of 
Beethoven's Symphony No. 9 in 
Berlin celebrating the fall of the 
Berlin Wall was televised live, 
worldwide, on Christmas Day, 1989. 

Ebert might consider, were he writing 
now, that the film has a new relevance 
as young people, world-wide, engage in 
unprecedented numbers with the issues 
of climate change, gun management, 
racial inequity, police accountability, and 
income disparity. I am impressed by 
the passion and dimensions of youthful 
involvement especially as expressed by 
the energy and the novelty of the 
dancing in the film. 
When first released in 1961, this 

movie won ten Oscars including Best 
Picture as well as 18 other major 
awards and 11 additional award 
nominations.  So, you probably have 
seen this film and surely know the 
story which is yet one more 
adaptation of Shakespeare’s “Romeo 
and Juliet.” Here, the lovers are 
teenagers from rival gangs in NYC. 

Steve has noted that “West Side 
Story” was made at a time when 
movie makers were first being 
challenged by television and turned 
to film adaptations of successful 
Broadway plays, especially musicals.   

This film is an adaptation of the 
1957 Broadway musical of the same 
name, directed by Robert Wise and 
Jerome Robbins.  Robbins is credited 
with conceiving the play, Arthur 
Laurents with writing the book, and 
Ernest Lehman the screenplay.  The 
music was written by Leonard 
Bernstein and Irwin Kostal.  The 
Cinematographer was Daniel Fapp. 

The movie is a marvel of music, 
lyrics, and choreography due to the 
truly remarkable collaboration 
between Bernstein, Sondheim, and 
Robbins.  Robbins initially would not 
work on the project unless he could 
direct but finally, agreed to direct 
the dancing.  Then he rehearsed his 
dancers for three months before 
shooting began. He constantly 
revised the dance and drove his 
dancers mercilessly, creating injuries 
and collapses as well as robust, 
exhilarating sequences, more 
athletic than ever seen on screen 
before. His perfectionism ultimately 
got him fired, but the dancing and 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Civil_rights_movement
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Civil_rights_movement
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Symphony_No._9_(Beethoven)
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its choreography remain his. 

Bernstein’s creativity also created 
problems. Dancers usually dance to 
counts of four, six, or eight.  
Bernstein’s music is scored in part 
with 5/4, or 6/8 or even 25/6 time.  
But with all that, Bernstein and 
Robbins created a new and athletic 
kind of movie dancing.   

I often try to warn “Notes” readers 
about the technical limitations of the 
older films.  But this recording was 
remastered from the original 70mm 
film prints with 6-track audio to 
produce a 7.1 Blu-ray disc that give 
us clear sound and stunning images 
some 60 years later. We do not have 
that 7.1 audio equipment but we do 
get enhanced, excellent sound.) 

THE MUSIC MENU 

Jim Bryant sings for Richard Beymer, 
Marni Nixon for Natalie Wood. 

Overture (Orchestra) 
This opening by Saul Bass who also 
did the end credits features a color 
changing background and lines 
forming a sketch of New York City. 

Prologue (Orchestra) 
The film opens with a mounting 
tension between a white American 
gang the Jets and a rival gang of 
Puerto Rican immigrants the Sharks. 

Jet Song (Russ Tamblyn) 
The Jets discuss about challenging 
the Sharks to a rumble. Leader Riff 
suggests that Tony should present 
the challenge to them. 

Something's Coming (Jim Bryant)  
Tony changes his mind and decides 

to meet Riff at the dance, knowing 
that he'll discover that "something". 

Dance At the Gym: Blues, 
Promenade, Mambo, Pas de Deux, 
Jump (Orchestra) 

Glad Hand tries to get members of 
the rival gangs to dance together 
that turns into a mambo. Tony and 
Maria meet for the first time. 

Maria (Jim Bryant) 
Tony realizes he loves Maria. 
America (Rita Moreno, William 
Bramley, Didier Deutsch, Marni 
Nixon, Natalie Wood, George 
Chakiris & Jim Bryant).  Anita and 
the girls debate with Bernardo and 
the guys about Puerto Rico and 
living in America. 
Tonight (Jim Bryant & Marni Nixon) 
Tony sees Maria outside the fire 
escape at her home where they 
confirm their love for each other. 
Gee, Officer Krupke (Russ Tamblyn) 
Riff and the Jets poke fun of Officer 
Krupke and various theories of how 
to deal with juvenile delinquency. 
Intermission Music (Orchestra) 
This was added to the film but DVD/
BD viewers can set it to be skipped. 
I Feel Pretty (Marni Nixon, Yvonne 
Othon, Suzie Kaye & Joanne Miya)  
Working at the bridal shop, Maria tells 
the Shark girls how happy she is. 
One Hand, One Heart (Jim Bryant 
& Marni Nixon) 
Tony and Maria fantasize about their 
dream wedding. 
Quintet (Jim Bryant, Marni Nixon & 
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Betty Wand) 
A musical montage shows the Jets 
and the Sharks preparing for the 
rumble while Anita gets ready for 
her date with Bernardo and Tony 
goes to see Maria. 
The Rumble (Orchestra) 
Tony tries to stop Riff and Bernardo 
from fighting. Riff dies after he is 
stabbed by Bernardo before Tony 
kills him, causing a full-fledged 
melee.  
Somewhere (Jim Bryant & Marni 
Nixon) 
Tony calms Maria by explaining what 
happened after he killed her brother. 
Maria begs him to stay with her and 
the two reaffirm their love. 

Cool (Tucker Smith) 
Ice takes over as the new leader of 
the Jets by telling them to play it 
cool if they're gonna get revenge on 
the Sharks.  

A Boy Like That / I Have a Love 
(Betty Wand & Marni Nixon) 
Anita says to Maria that Tony is a 
murderer since he killed Bernardo 
but Maria heartfelt love wins over 
her other feelings. 

Finale (Marni Nixon) 
Tony dies after he's shot. Maria 
takes the gun from Chino and 
blames everyone for the deaths. 
Both gangs carry Tony’ s body, 
bringing the feud to an end. 

End Credits (Orchestra)  

Runtime: 153 minutes • Filmed on 
locations in NYC •  1961 Video 

remastered on Blu-ray 20th 
Century Fox • MPAA not rated • 

ASIN: B00UGQMWRW 

Riderwood Opera Theater  
presents both recorded and live performances 
about opera.   Live concerts are Purple Lady 
Productions; recordings are shown as Encore 
Opera. Residents are invited to join and work with 
Opera Theater’s members: Mike Beard, Paula 
Cook, Joe Davidson, Judith Dighe, Trudy Downs, 
Betty Dunkins, Sallie Holder, David Knutson, Sally 
Koenig, Joan Kugler, Gene Martin, Sally Porter, 
Steve Schwartz, Leah Solat, Mary Ann Stroker, 
Millie Trimble, and Ken Welliver.  
Encore Opera Notes is published weekly 
for the Riderwood Opera community. It is 
edited and printed by Gene Martin and 
distributed by Leah Solat and Mary Ann 
Stroker to cubbies of residents without email.
For a free subscription send your name 
and (cubby) address to Paula Cook, KC 211 
or email:    genemartin36@gmail.com

OPERA NOTES FOR : 
Friday at 1:00 PM at Encore Theater 
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